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A great dental school recapitulates all the best aspects of  

community and family life. Ours is a community of students, 

staff, faculty and patients. Our faculty are committed to passing 

on what they know, their skills, and their humanistic frame-

work to a new generation. The leaders among the students,  

faculty, and staff provide thoughtful guidance and are role 

models for future oral health professionals. The staff provides 

an environment of support and caring. Our patients are the 

grateful recipients of world class knowledge and expertise.  

And most importantly, our students grow and learn in a culture 

that they will again recapitulate for their patients, staff and, 

perhaps, students for a future generation yet to come. 

 Our University of Minnesota community exists for a  

purpose. Our students will bring what we show them in our 

community out to the world beyond. Each of our graduates, 

staff members and faculty learn from and grow with those  

who have preceded us and those who show us the way today. 

That is why this issue of Dentistry is so appealing to all of us 

who are privileged to be a part of the community of scholars  

and clinicians that is the University of Minnesota School  

of Dentistry.

 In this issue we highlight so many of the things that make 

us a vibrant learning community. Our student leaders have 

been recognized by our University for their outreach to  

disadvantaged people in our city in the Phillips Street Clinic,  

as well as for their participation in organized dentistry. Our 

Dear Colleagues,

women students, for the first time a majority of one of our 

classes, now have an organization, the Women’s Dental 

Association, where their needs and collegiality can be advanced. 

In this issue, we demonstrate our value to our neighbors by 

increasing our involvement in oral health care through our new 

outreach site in St. Paul. We show our regional leadership in 

research by hosting the Midwest Regional Dental Student 

Research Conference. Our alumni Patricia Lenton and Vernon 

Steffens are honored for a lifetime of giving to others, in 

research and in community service. And we recognize the  

many hundreds of people who have supported our learning 

community through their donations to the School of Dentistry 

in the past year

 So how did we reach this inestimable position as the  

premier public dental school in the nation? Reading about 

Dean Alfred Owre will provide much insight into our culture 

of knowing and of doing. No other leader has influenced what 

the School of Dentistry is today more than Dean Owre. He  

promulgated the scientific nature of dentistry, helped build 

dentistry as a team profession, and was prescient in under-

standing what it takes to be healthy and to live a meaningful 

life. After I read Richard Broderick’s article His Time Has Come, 

I stepped out of Moos Tower and saw a group of our students 

smiling and laughing. They were headed over to the student 

athletic center to work out. “It’s exam week,” one of them said, 

“but I always think better after I exercise.” “So do I,” I replied. 

Dean Owre would be proud of his legacy knowing he is  

emulated and remembered today.

leon a. assael, d.m.d.
Dean
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NewsBites
Leading by Example
University of Minnesota President Kaler Recognizes Student Leaders

Three School of Dentistry students  
were among the 47 University students 
who received the 2014 President’s Student 
Leadership and Service Award from 
President Eric Kaler on March 30. 
 Dental students Farnaz Kar, Kirby 
Johnson, and Stephanie Zastrow received 
the award in recognition of their out-
standing leadership and service to the 
University and the surrounding community. 
The award is presented to approximately 
one-half of one percent of the student 
body. Both Farnaz Kar and Kirby Johnson 
graduated in May; Stephanie Zastrow  
will be a fourth-year dental student  
during the 2014-15 academic year.

Farnaz Kar was 
recognized for  
her service as class 
president and for 
being instrumental 
in the formation 
of the student 
chapter of the 
Women’s Dental 
Association (WDA). 

 As a first-year dental student, she com-
mitted herself to bringing the organization 
into being. She created an infrastructure 
for the group that would guarantee its 
continuation after her graduation, estab-
lished an inclusive leadership and member 
structure representative of the student 
body, trained group leaders, developed 
leadership-transition plans, and assisted  
in establishing a tradition of educational  
initiatives that are open to the entire School 
of Dentistry community. The group partic-
ipated in dental and interprofessional 
development conferences, and sponsored 
Lunch and Learn programs through which 
she helped to introduce such important 
topics as living with AIDS (a patient’s  
perspective), substance abuse, and post-
traumatic stress disorder and Project Strive. 

Kirby Johnson  
was recognized for  
his leadership and 
service in support  
of students and 
for championing 
the dental school’s 
partnership  
with the Phillips 
Neighborhood 

Clinic, which led to the creation of a 
zero-credit volunteer course for dental 
students who provide dental screenings,  
oral health education and referrals to  
community resources for clinic patients. 
He worked with the dental school and 
the clinic board to organize the experi-
ence, which enhances patient care and 
adds an interprofessional component  
to the education students of all health  
professions receive while serving  
at the clinic. 
 Additionally, he is a past-president  
of the Minnesota chapter of the 
American Student Dental Association 
(ASDA); during his tenure, Minnesota 
won ASDA’s Ideal Chapter Award and 
Johnson received the District 8 Delegate 
of the Year Award. He also ably represented 
dental students as a member of the 
Minnesota Dental Association’s Board  
of Trustees. 

Stephanie Zastrow, 
was recognized  
for her service as 
president of the 
Minnesota chapter 
of the American 
Student Dental 
Association (ASDA). 
     She helped 
revise the constitu-

tion and bylaws and create a strategic 
plan for the chapter; raise funds for a new 
website, which she manages; create a new 

Farnaz Kar

Kirby Johnson

Stephanie Zastrow
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New School of Dentistry Outreach Site  
Enhances Access to Affordable Dental Care  
for St. Paul Community
It’s a move that’s sure to put smiles on  
the faces of thousands of patients in  
St. Paul’s eastside community. 
 In January 2014, the School of 
Dentistry expanded its community out-
reach sites to include a rotation at the 
East Side Family Clinic in St. Paul. Senior 
dental students now provide comprehen-
sive dental care for children and adults  
at the clinic, operated by West Side 
Community Health Services (WSCHS). 
The strategic partnership between the 
school and WSCHS makes possible 
affordable and accessible dental care  
for some 11,000 area residents, with all 
services provided under the supervision 
of dental school faculty member  
Michael Mrosak, D.D.S.
 The new dental clinic features 20 
state-of-the-art dental operatories; dental 
services for children and adults, with a 
focus on pediatric preventive and restor-
ative dental care; English, Spanish and 

Hmong-speaking staff and interpreters; 
an on-site pharmacy, convenient schedul-
ing and handicap accessibility; assistance 
with many types of insurance for patients 
of all ages; and a sliding fee scale option.
     The newly constructed East Side 
Family Clinic opened in May 2013 and 
initially provided only medical and  
pharmacy services, although the facility 
included significant dental space. “The 
goal for the new facility has always been  
to significantly increase dental services  
for area residents,” says WSCHS Dental 
Director and School of Dentistry alumnus 
Brad McDonnell, D.D.S. (’78). “This goal 
has been realized now that students and  
faculty from the School of Dentistry have 
joined the East Side Family Clinic dental 
staff in providing affordable and accessible 
dental care to community members.” 
 According to Paul Schulz, D.D.S., 
M.P.H., director of the dental school’s 
Outreach Division, that makes for a  

win-win partnership. “The School of 
Dentistry has a strong commitment to 
community outreach. Not only does our 
partnership with WSCHS help address the 
unmet dental needs of East Side residents, 
it also makes possible a unique service-
learning experience for students that 
enhances their clinical and cultural  
competence, and helps them to develop  
a broad understanding of the professional 
and social responsibilities they will have 
after graduation.”
 School of Dentistry students currently 
spend six to 11 weeks treating patients 
under faculty supervision at one or more 
of 15 off-campus clinics located in under-
served communities throughout the state 
and region. In 2013, there were 37,676 
patient-visits to outreach sites staffed by 
School of Dentistry students and faculty, 
a number that will grow with the addition 
of the WSCHS rotation.
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Hosting Student Researchers

The School of Dentistry hosted  
student researchers from Midwest  
dental schools on April 12 who  
convened in Minneapolis for the  
2014 Midwest Regional Dental Student 
Research Conference.
 Dental students and faculty from  
the University of Minnesota, the 
University of Iowa, the University of 
Illinois-Chicago, the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City, the University of 
Colorado, and Marquette University presented 
posters and shared research findings.
 The regional meeting provides students 
from participating schools the chance to 

meet and learn from each other and to  
discuss their research during the course  
of the day-long event.

position that provides chapter members 
with information about licensure and 
ethical issues associated with board 
exams; chaired the International 
Outreach Program Committee, which 
addressed oral health needs across  
the globe; and organized a Summer 
Leadership Retreat at the Minnesota 
Dental Association (MDA) for all chapter  
members to brainstorm for the year  
and network with MDA leaders. Zastrow 
also received the national 2013 Ryan 
Turner Memorial Scholarship, awarded  
by ASDA to one dental student  
nationally who exemplifies Ryan  
Turner’s passion and commitment  
to organized dentistry.

Fourth-year dental student Ivan Martino (right) with 
Cher Xiong, dental assistant, East Side Family Clinic.

DENTISTRY  SPRING 2014 3



SPRING 2014   DENTISTRY 4



His Time Has Come 

Alfred Owre, D.D.S., M.D., is the School of Dentistry’s most famous alumnus, so well-known 
in his time that it was claimed “there is no part of Minnesota in which there are not people 
who know him personally.” Only 34 when he became dean of the School of Dentistry, he 
served in that position for two highly productive decades before embarking on an ill-starred 
tenure as dean of the dental school at Columbia University. Now, more than 75 years after 
his death, his once controversial vision for dentistry finds increasing acceptance.

University of Minnesota campus (1905) as seen from University Avenue 
(about 15th Avenue SE) looking towards Eddy Hall.
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lfred Owre’s life could 
have served as a plot 
idea for playwright and 
fellow Norwegian 
Henrik Ibsen. 
     Like the protagonist 
in An Enemy of the 

People, Owre was a community leader,  
a man of moral courage and uncompro-
mising convictions, and an unconventional 
visionary who ended up martyred on 
behalf of his, then, controversial ideas and 
principles. Even the circumstances of  
his birth and childhood seem lifted from 
the narrative of a hero destined to achieve 
fame while simultaneously creating  
enemies who would eventually thwart  
his most exalted ambitions. 
 He was born December 16, 1870, in 
Hammerfest, Norway, the second child  
of Lars and Laura Owre, naturalized  
citizens of the United States who’d recently 
returned to their native country for a 
Christmas visit that ultimately turned  
into a 14-year stay.  
 Lars Owre––like his son––was a man  
of great learning, conversant in a number 
of languages and skilled enough in 
accounting, the arts, and public relations 
to hold a number of prominent positions 
in Norway before emigrating to the United 
States. That move was prompted by his 
dissatisfaction with the Norwegian state 
church. In the U.S., he joined the Quakers, 
an organization whose dedication to  

pacifism, egalitari-
anism, and social 
consciousness 
would leave its 
mark on the 
thinking of son 
Alfred over a  
broad range of 
issues, including 
dentistry and  
dental education. 
 In Norway, 
Alfred Owre, 
despite a sickly 
constitution, 
excelled in school. 
During those years, 
he turned his attention to hobbies that 
foreshadowed later developments. At six, 
he began collecting stamps; he would go on 
to collect objects d’art, amassing, among 
other things, one of the most important 
and comprehensive collections of cloi-
sonné. Prior to getting married in his 40s, 
his South Minneapolis home was a frequent 
gathering place for students, writers,  
and fellow faculty members drawn by  
the magnetic combination of Owre, the  
intellectual, bon vivant and art collector. 
 While still a boy in Norway, Owre also 
became an avid hiker, his frequent outings 
into the pastoral countryside a forerunner 
of expeditions he would undertake as an 
adult. Over the course of his life, walking 
stick in hand, Owre racked up more than 

A
B Y  R I C H A R D  B R O D E R I C K

150,000 miles across the United States, 
Europe and parts of Asia, including an 
epic mid-winter 850-mile trek from 
Minneapolis to Chicago and back. His 
interest in health and physical culture 
found expression in dietary habits as well; 
habits that, even now, are considered by 
some to be unconventional––two meals a 
day, providing no more than 2,000 calories 
and consisting largely of fruits, grains and 
vegetables. Not coincidentally, Owre was 
an early champion of the relationship 
between a healthy diet and oral health. 
 In 1884, the Owre family left Norway 
and settled in Minneapolis where Lars Owre 
secured the position of Poormaster in the 
city’s economic welfare office; in time, his 
son would work part-time in the agency, f
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  Alfred Owre
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too. During high school, Alfred also held  
a number of other after-school jobs to 
earn money to attend college. One of his 
positions was in the services of a physician 
who was both a family friend and a fellow 
Quaker. With his financial support,  
Owre was able to enroll in the College of 
Dentistry at the University of Minnesota. 
 The year was 1891. Owre originally 
intended to become a surgeon but his 
experience working with the poor had 
opened his eyes to the dire need for 
affordable dental care. In 1895, a year after 
graduating––and while already on faculty 
at the dental college––he took a medical 
degree from another college then opened 

a private practice in prosthetic dentistry, 
which he’d continue to operate until he 
was named dean. 
 His rise at the dental school was rapid, 
even meteoric. In 1902, he was made a full 
professor. Three years later, at the tender 
age of 34 he was named dean, a position 
he would hold for more than 20 years.

The Four Central Concepts
During his tenure, Owre oversaw the rise 
of the dental college into one of the top 
institutions in the country. Faculty grew 
in number and quality. Student enroll-
ment rose. Entrance requirements were 
strengthened and the education program 
was lengthened. Graduate courses were 
added––students could earn an M.S. or  

a Ph.D. degree. Himself a dental materials 
researcher, Owre also promoted university-
level dental research programs.
 He also used his position as a bully 
pulpit to advance concepts he believed 
essential to the education of dentists  
and the practice of dentistry. The most 
important of these was his conviction  
that dentistry must be science-based and 
taught in a University.
 A vocal opponent of the short-term 
commercial dentistry programs that flour-
ished at the turn of the century––programs 
where a student could earn a degree in 
dentistry in as little as 18 months––Owre 
believed that dental education should be 

taught and practiced as a branch of  
medicine, rather than as a separate disci-
pline. In advancing the idea before the 
Minnesota State Dental Association in 
1923, he envisioned a time when a joint 
curriculum might be developed. 
 Taking his cue from medical practice, 
Owre also called for a team approach  
to care, with the dentist as leader and  
‘specialist physician’ who delegated to 
‘technicians’ the more routine procedures.  
He believed this approach “might in the 
end benefit the smaller communities…
which report insufficient service.” During 
his time as dean, the college began educat-
ing dental hygienists, only the second 
University-based education program  
in the country.

 Lastly, reflecting his concern for larger 
social issues, especially the plight of the 
poor, Owre believed that dental training 
should be part of a well-rounded educa-
tion. He felt it essential that dentists be 
versed in literature, the arts, history and 
current events as a way of helping them 
develop the kind of social consciousness 
that would lead practitioners to devote 
their work to the good of society  
as a whole. 
 As dean of Minnesota’s College of 
Dentistry, Owre was able to employ 
numerous forums to publicize his posi-
tions, from speeches, articles and letters-
to-the-editor in professional journals  

to his role as president of the Dental 
Faculties Association of American 
Universities (which he helped found in 
1908), and his work as a member of the 
Carnegie Foundation commission on 
dental education, formed in 1921. 
 In many ways, the Carnegie Foundation 
report was a turning point for American 
dentistry––and for Owre himself for  
reasons that would only become apparent 
in the years following the report’s release 
in 1926.  
 As a member of the commission, Owre 
worked hard, and successfully, to have the 
report call for expanding the educational 
requirement for a dentistry degree to five 
years of post-secondary schooling––two 
years of pre-dental study plus three years 

LEFT: Alfred Owre (right) prepares to lead a group of students and faculty on a walking trip, circa 1912. CENTER: Alfred Owre in the Student Army Training 
Corps for officers, summer of 1918 at age 47, the age limit having been waived for him. Although opposed to the war, Owre helped to get legislation  
passed to enable dental students to complete training and enter the war as dentists. Two thirds of the graduating dental class of 1917 entered the army  
and nearly every faculty man was either in the active or reserve forces. The entire 1918 class of 90 students enlisted in the Medical Reserves Corps.  
RIGHT: The Medical Sciences Building, renamed Owre Hall in 1950.  LEFT AND RIGHT PHOTOS TAKEN FROM ALFRED OWRE, DENTISTRY’S MILITANT EDUCATOR, 1937. CENTER PHOTO COURTESY OF J.R. OWRE.
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of dentistry––the same as was required  
at the time for a medical degree.
 Inaugurating this rigorous require-
ment had been a goal he’d championed 
for more than 15 years prior to the 
Carnegie report. The Commission was 
not supportive, however, of Owre’s vision 
of dentistry as a specialty of medicine  
or for utilizing dental ‘technicians.’ 

 His impact on the commission was 
assisted by the alliance––and friendship––
he forged with the chair of the commis-
sion. A non-dentist, William Gies was 
head of the Department of Biological 
Chemistry at Columbia University where 
he would play a leading role in convincing 
Owre to leave Minnesota and, in 1927, 
become head of the School of Dentistry  
at Columbia University, with fateful  
consequences for Owre. 
 In the decade following the end of 
World War I, Owre’s outspoken views on 
dentistry raised some hackles. But in that 
period of prosperity and optimism, his 
ideas did not trigger the kind of bitter 
controversy they would cause once the  
full depths of the Great Depression set in. 
 It was during his time at Columbia 
that tolerance for his views––and his  
persistence in advancing them––began to 
erode at an ever-increasing rate. There, he 
had a bitter falling out with his former 
ally, William Gies––one of the prime forces 
behind the establishment of Columbia’s 
new School of Dentistry––over Owre’s 
insistence that dentists be educated in 
medical schools and work with auxiliaries. 
Gies was particularly incensed by a foot-
note Owre co-authored in a 1932 report 
on the cost of medical care in the United 
States, which seemed to indicate a grow-
ing support among dentists for the ‘team’ 
approach to care. Responding to the 
report in the Journal of Dental Research, 
Gies accused Owre and the other authors 

“There is no part of the state in 
which there are not still people 

who knew him personally.” 
—  A U G U S T  C .  K R E Y,  M I N N E S O TA  H I S T O R I C A L 

S O C I E T Y  B O O K  R E V I E W :  A L F R E D  O W R E , 

D E N T I S T R Y ’ S  M I L I TA N T  E D U C AT O R  B Y  N E T TA  W. 

W I L S O N .  ( M I N N E A P O L I S ,  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  

O F  M I N N E S O TA  P R E S S ,  1 9 3 7 ) .

IMPORTANT LARGE WIRELESS CLOISONNE PANEL OF MOUNT FUJI
Meiji Period, attributed to Ando Jubei

The magnificent rectangular panel rendered in tones of pale cloud gray, black and white showing Mt. Fuji 
rising through the mists of cloud banks, the signature three peaks of the acclaimed landmark a brilliant  
silhouette against the pearl gray sky and the soft billowing clouds surrounding it, the panel set into a 
Western style rosewood frame. Dimensions 17-7/8 x 33-l/2 inches (45.5 x 85 cm)  $40,000-60,000

PROVENANCE:
The collection of Dr. Alfred Owre of Minneapolis, former Dean of the College of Dentistry, The University of 
Minnesota, later Dean of the School of Dental and Oral Surgery, Columbia University, New York, by descent 
to the family.

NOTE:
Dr. Owre, a noted collector of Japanese cloisonné enamels, traveled extensively in Europe and Japan in the 
1880’s and 90’s, amassing a collection of over 1130 pieces of Japanese and Chinese metalwork. Most of his 
collection was sold in New York in 1917 at the American Art Association, Managers, in a sale conducted 
by Mr. Thomas A. Kirby.

Photo and description of cloisonné screen belonging to Dr. Alfred Owre from auction catalog, 
May 13, 2003. Photo courtesy of British auction house Bonhams, one of the oldest and largest 
auctioneers of fine art and antiques, with a ‘particular strength’ in Asian art. The panel was 
purchased for $30,000. 

of the footnote of “misrepresenting the 
conditions in the practice of dentistry” in 
the U.S. and Canada.
 Meanwhile, as the Depression  
deepened, and unemployment soared  
to 25 percent by the beginning of 1933,  
dentists trying to keep their practices 
afloat became increasingly upset by 
Owre’s calls for ‘affordable’ dental care. 
 For them, a particular bone of  
contention was his adamant support for 
Columbia’s teaching and service dental 
clinic. Today such clinics are not uncom-
mon––the University of Minnesota School 
of Dentistry operates campus clinics and 
students treat patients in underserved 
communities around the state and region, 
as well. But, as the Depression worsened, 
the Columbia clinic took on an ever-grow-
ing load of formerly middle-class patients 
who not long before would have sought 
treatment at a private dental practice. 

 On March 1, 1933, after a highly  
critical faculty report on his performance, 
Owre was granted a leave of absence for 
four months, followed by a yearlong  
sabbatical. He hoped––assumed––that  
he would return to Columbia; but it was 
not to be. During a three-month tour of  
several European nations to study their 
dental education and delivery systems, 
Owre’s praise for dental education and 
practice in the Soviet Union served to 
harden opposition to him at Columbia. 
His health failing, he accepted the inevita-
ble and officially resigned from Columbia 
in April 1934, effective June 30 of that year.
 Meanwhile, a disease that even to this 
day eludes a definitive diagnosis advanced 
swiftly throughout his body. On January 
2, 1935, the once-robust health enthusiast 
and tireless hiker died at a New York  
City hospital. 
 He had just turned 64. f
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The Legacy
Today, many of Alfred Owre’s ‘idealistic’ 
dreams for the advancement of his profes-
sion have been realized. Dental schools are 
University-based, dental education and 
clinical decisions are evidence-based, and  
a college degree is required for admission. 
 Dental hygienists, of course, are an 
established member of the dental team  
and are still educated at Owre’s alma mater. 
Minnesota’s dental school also has a 
robust research program and clinical  
education programs in six ADA-
recognized specialties, plus a general  
practice residency and advanced educa-
tion programs in TMD and orofacial  
pain, oral biology, and oral health for 
older adults. Community outreach is  
a graduation requirement.
 Owre’s vision for interprofessional 
education (IPE) also has arrived. “In fact,” 
says one of Owre’s successors at the 

University, Dean of the School of Dentistry 
Leon Assael, “U.S. dental schools are now 
required to provide evidence of interac-
tion with other components of the higher 
education, health care education, and/or 
health care delivery systems in order to be 
accredited.” Accreditation standards also 
require that students be competent in 

communicating and collaborating with 
other members of the health care team  
to facilitate the provision of health care. 
“This is just another area in which Alfred 
Owre was ahead of his time in pushing 
dentistry not just toward higher standards 
of education, but also toward an under-
standing of oral health as an integral  
part of overall health and wellness,”  
says Assael.
 According to Assael, faculty members 
from the University’s Medical School now 
direct courses for dental students in gross 
anatomy, biochemistry and systems physi-
ology, and collaborate with dental school  
faculty in teaching neuroscience. College 
of Pharmacy faculty members also now 
teach dental pharmacology. Two other 
courses focus on interprofessional collab-
oration as a primary objective. 
 One of the dental school faculty  
members involved in IPE is Paul Jardine. 

Himself not a dentist, Jardine 
teaches dental students in his 
own discipline––microbiology, 
with an emphasis on virus  

structure and 
assembly. “Although he 

had some contemporaries in 
medicine who were on the same 
page, Alfred Owre was a progres-
sive in several senses of the word, 
and not just in his profession,” 

observes Jardine. He places Owre in a very 
small category of health care visionaries in 
the early 20th century whose views have 
been vindicated by time. 
 “The real goal of IPE, though, is inter-
professional collaborative care (ICC)” says 
Judith Buchanan, a professor of prosth-
odontics, former interim dean and 

academic dean of the dental school, and 
former director of the University’s IPE 
center, which is housed in the University’s 
Academic Health Center. “Everybody [in 
dental education] knows that if you want 
graduates to participate in ICC, they need 

to know about each other and how to work 
with other professions, and the seedbed 
for that is interprofessional education.” 
 Today, many factors are at work advanc-
ing this understanding––not just in dentistry, 
but throughout health care education. 
 One was the impact of the Institute of 
Medicine report citing ICC as a means for 
reducing health care mistakes. Buchanan 
believes part of the shift also reflects the 
appearance of millennial students who, 
she says, tend to embrace collaboration 
and consensus. 
 Perhaps the biggest driver for change 
is broadly cultural, with rising patient 
expectations about professional commu-
nication and growing evidence that ICC 
teamwork generates better outcomes––
expectations and information that were 
not current in Owre’s day. 
 “He was not politically astute, but his 
thinking certainly was,” Buchanan says. “The 
timing was simply wrong for his ideas.”
  And therein lie both the greatness and 
the tragedy of Alfred Owre. As with most 
prophets, his was almost a lone voice. And 
yet, today, in part because of the thinking 
and lobbying he carried out in the first 
third of the 20th century, the vision he 
proclaimed has become an accepted part 
of the landscape.
 “Alfred Owre inspired several genera-
tions of dentists to carry on his ideals  
and change the face of the profession,” 
says Dean Assael. 
 “Today, his influence can be seen 
everywhere.” :

“Alfred Owre inspired several 
generations of dentists to  

carry on his ideals and change  
the face of the profession. 
Today, his influence can  

be seen everywhere.”
—  L E O N  A S S A E L ,  D E A N ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F 

M I N N E S O TA  S C H O O L  O F  D E N T I S T R Y

The Kingston Daily Freeman, Tuesday Evening 
January 2, 1912, Kingston, New York.
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sked how she landed the position of attending 
dentist for the Minnesota Vikings, Jean Merry, 
D.D.S., (’84), laughs light-heartedly.
     “My dad challenged me to become the 
Vikings’ dentist,” she says. “I sent the team a 
letter, told them my office was nearby (Merry 
Dental Care is located in Eden Prairie, not  

far from the team’s training facility) and would like to talk to them.”
 Her timing was fortuitous. The year was 1987 and the Vikings 
were looking for a dentist. Shortly after she mailed the letter, team 
officials paid a visit at her office. “It was all very casual back then. 
Now things like this tend to be handled in a much more formal 
way with NFL guidelines laying out what has to be done.” 
 At the time, Merry, who’d been class president her senior year 
of dental school, was a member of the School of Dentistry faculty, 
where she worked until 1992 conducting research and teaching 
oral diagnosis and emergency dentistry, among other subjects. 
 She agreed to conduct dental exams and make mouthguards 
for Vikings players prior to the team’s first mini-camp in June, 
then attend to players’ dental needs, as requested, during the rest 
of training and throughout the season. Today, she carries out that 
task with the assistance of her associate, Kelsey Sharpe, D.D.S. 
(Creighton University). 
 Over the course of the year, they see a number of players for a 
variety of dental needs. While the team has its own field dentist, 
she makes herself available to players round-the-clock. 
 “If somebody needs to see me at 6 o’clock in the morning on  
a game-day Sunday and I get the call, I’ll be there,” she says.
 So what do friends, associates and patients think about her 
dental relationship with one of Minnesota’s most cherished icons? 
 “People are more impressed than they ought to be,” she says drily. 
 At the same time, she acknowledges that the association has 
brought special recognition. 
 Sometimes, publicity has been showered upon her in unlikely 
ways, as when a member of the team encountered her in a busy 
restaurant, picked her up in his arms, and carried her around  
the establishment. In general, however, players display their 
appreciation in subtler ways. 
 “A number of them treat me like a mom,” she says. “They’ll come 
to my office and chat and tell me what’s happening in their lives. 
 “That’s what’s really special to me.” :

A
B Y  R I C H A R D  B R O D E R I C K

Open Wide and Say “Mom”

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E

(Above) Dr. Jean Merry’s team jersey, proudly displayed in her office.

Jean Merry, D.D.S. 
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Dentistry Magazine: The last time we 
interviewed you, we had just begun to 
know each other and we explored your 
background and your accomplishments. 
Now, after two years as our dean, we 
hope to learn more about how you see 
our school progressing and what views 
you hold on education in our oral health 
professions and on our future. 

Dentistry Magazine: How is our school 
doing after 125 years and after just two 
years of your tenure?
Dean Assael: We are in the midst of enor-
mous changes in our University and in 
oral health care education that, taken 
together, are very positive. The University 
of Minnesota is now the third largest not-
for-profit university in the United States. 
The building boom on and off our campus 
should demonstrate to even the casual 
observer that ours is a University moving 
forward like none other. Amazing new 
facilities abound that support research, 
athletics, clinical care, physics/nanotech-
nology/robotics, and of course, classrooms. 

The University of Minnesota Health 
Clinics and Surgery Center that will open 
in January 2015 on the University campus 
will cast its shadow on the revered Pioneer 
Hall, and the old Stadium Village and 
Dinkytown neighborhoods will have thou-
sands of residents in new apartment build-
ings now under construction. At least at this 
writing, though, my favorite breakfast place, 
Al’s, will survive…and we all await the 
grand reopening of Sally’s, a favorite restau-
rant and gathering place for our students.
 In our dental school, more learning is 
occurring in sophisticated virtual envi-
ronments, small groups, and in simulated 
clinical encounters. Students are learning 
and providing clinical care in teams. Inter-
professional education and collaborative 
practice is a watchword for health educa-
tion in our times. This has guided us to 
develop plans for a new dental clinic 
within the University of Minnesota 
Health Clinics and Surgery Center. We’ve 
asked to be located as close as possible to 
our natural colleagues in primary care 
medicine, oncology and transplant medi-

cine, and otolaryngology. In this setting, 
we will be able to accommodate the neces-
sary oral health care needs for a disparate 
group of patients who require medically 
necessary dental care. These include, for 
example, those awaiting bone marrow 
transplant, patients with sleep disorders, 
and oral cancer patients after ablative  
surgery who require oral rehabilitation. 

DM: You stated that ‘taken together’  
the changes at the school were positive. 
What are the challenges that you  
continue to find vexing?
DA: What comes to mind first are the 
financial challenges facing our University 
and our school. The University used to get 
more than 40% of the cost of education 
from the state and that has continued to 
drop to less than 17% of the total budget. 
Adjusted for inflation, the cost of dental 
school to our students has more than 
doubled in two decades. Our school  
budget this year, and last, remains very 
lean, which has limited our ability to  
hire faculty even when vacancies arise. 

A Conversation with the Dean
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 As I see it, this challenges us to do even 
better for the sake of our students and our 
learning community. I do not want to put 
any of these increased costs on the backs 
of our students. We have held our tuition 
increase to the lowest since the 1990s with 
just 3% and 2.5% increases. However, as 
we attempt to stay competitive on faculty 
and staff compensation, we must also deal 
with flat state support and challenging  
clinical reimbursement rates for our 
patient population. We have been success-
ful by increasing our research support and 
our clinical care programs, and through 
the generosity of donors. We are begin-
ning to market our clinical services so that 
our students, residents and faculty will 
have a greater number of clinical encoun-
ters with all the benefits that derive from 
that increased activity. Thanks to benefac-
tors, we can offer more scholarships to 
needy students. Donors have also helped 
us build and renovate educational and 
clinical facilities. I particularly appreciate 
the more than 70 alumni, families, and 
dental practices who give annually and are 

members of the Dean’s Circle. My appreci-
ation also extends to those whose estate 
planning includes the School of Dentistry; 
they will ensure that our descendants  
continue to gain the benefits of our great 
school and the advances in oral health 
that it generates.

DM: Years ago we had to justify why  
the University of Minnesota needs a  
dental school. What are we doing today 
to ensure our continued relevance? 
DA: Here at the University of Minnesota 
we demonstrate every day that dentistry  
is a learned profession deserving of its 
role as part of a great American university. 
Ours is an intellectual discipline and an 
area of inquiry with a knowledge reposi-
tory equal to other professions, a research 
agenda that will positively impact on 
humanity…in short, a life’s pursuit worthy 
of an educated person. Only by that  
measure do we belong in the University,  
a place that exists for two purposes, learn-
ing and discovery. The problem with that 
relationship for dentistry in the recent 

past (witness the closing of dental schools 
in great universities such as Northwestern, 
Georgetown, and Washington University) 
is that many in the public and the profes-
sion see us for what we do, and not for 
what we know. Skills and crafts are  
disciplines that are taught by technical 
schools. Only when a skill must be sup-
ported by ever evolving and growing 
knowledge, such as in the practice of  
surgery, or civil engineering, does it 
deserve intellectual pursuit of interest to  
a university. Our relevance is that, in 2014, 
dentistry has really emerged more strongly 
than ever, as a profession that requires  
an evolving mixture of knowledge and 
skills that continuously adapt to that  
evolving knowledge.
 That is the miracle of dental progress 
in this decade, which resulted from 
research carried out in dental laboratories 
including those at the University of 
Minnesota. Some examples today are  
that caries risk assessment can be used  
to individualize decisions over caries  
ablative and restorative decisions. f

PHOTOS BY STEVE WOITTalking with students and faculty in classrooms and clinics.
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the events we have walked to in recent 
months. Downtown Minneapolis is really 
an urban treasure, and it has America’s 
premier land grant university in its midst, 
the University of Minnesota, where lec-
tures and arts are replete. Being a sports 
fan, we have the greatest access to profes-
sional and collegiate sports in the nation. 
And as Linda put it, all the people are, 
“holy cow nice!” and seem genuinely 
happy to have us here.

DM: Seeing our students, faculty and 
researchers every day must give you 
insights into where we are headed.  
How do you see the future of dental  
education and dental practice in 
Minnesota and beyond?
DA: One of the great things about being 
your dean is that I get to plan for the 
future of oral health through the creation 
of a new generation of educated profes-
sionals and the development of science 
that will be the underpinnings of our 
endeavors. Our strategy is to develop edu-
cational programs and a research agenda 
with the desired outcome, improved oral 
health, in mind. The goal of our programs 
is to improve all people’s lives through  
gaining the benefits of good oral health. 
 To do this, we must change our educa-
tional programs to accommodate a future 
where the demands for oral health care 
services will be ever greater. Improving 
our ability to care for the very young, the 
increasing number of elderly and those 
with substantial medical co-morbidities 
will be the hallmark of the future of  
dental practice. Only an interprofessional 
team of oral health professionals working 
in concert with the other health professions 
can achieve this goal. Using technology to 
improve care and efficiency through digi-
tal dentistry, the electronic health record 
and advances in imaging and robotics, 
among others, will require a new type of 
oral health professional, one who likes to 
work in teams, is manually adept but also 
comfortable in the computer workspace. 
These changes will also require a new gen-
eration of teachers and scientists, with new 
skills and a new way of looking at things. 
 Recruiting and retaining this new  
generation of thought leaders, clinician 
scientists, and teachers is the greatest  
challenge and the most gratifying oppor-
tunity our future in dental education  
will bring. :

Better restorative materials that have the  
biologic and mechanical qualities to be 
safe and effective continue to be developed. 
Advances in understanding craniofacial 
development have influenced the orth-
odontic procedures that treat skeletofacial 
deformities during growth. A greater 
understanding of tooth biology has  
developed care pathways for coaches  
to provide first aid after dental alveolar  
trauma. Understanding how saliva pro-
tects against HIV infection has guided a 
greater understanding of possible means 
of reducing overall infectivity of HIV.  

It is this type of intellectual progress with 
a school like ours, that, like our University, 
is Driven to Discover, which justifies our 
presence, as well as our invaluable contri-
bution to the greatness of our University.

DM: One of the most gratifying aspects  
of your job must be our students. What 
have you learned about them and how 
will they carry on the great traditions  
of our school?
DA: They are different from dental  
students of the past in so many ways. 
They are much more diverse, not just in 
the groups from which they derive, but 
also in their views and their life experiences. 
I meet with them individually and in 
groups and I am fond of just talking on 
the clinic floor or over coffee, and learning 
more from our students. In these settings 
I have learned that they are former school 
teachers, cheerleaders, business owners, 
world class athletes, war veterans, farmers, 
scientists, and survivors of genocide. They 
are truly passionate about an eclectic 

array of things such as caring for the 
underserved, bird hunting, making a  
positive difference in their communities, 
Gopher women’s hockey, gender and race, 
and, most consistently, the futures they 
might have in our great oral health profes-
sions. Their morale is high and they are 
uniformly very happy over their decision 
to join us in dentistry. These are an amaz-
ing group of future clinicians and leaders 
who really deserve our respect. We should 
have real confidence that the public will 
be in good hands, thanks to our school’s 
future alumni.

DM: After two years in the Twin Cities 
we are hoping that you are enjoying  
your new home and being a Minnesotan.  
What have you learned about us and 
what habits have you picked up?
DA: I clearly haven’t learned enough since 
I still can’t figure out what a hot dish is 
and I have no idea who those guys “Ole 
and Sven” are. However, ice fishing with 
the Northwestern District Dental Society 
on Lake of the Woods is an experience not 
to be forgotten. Photos of my first May 
snowstorm went out proudly to my family 
in Florida and Oregon on Facebook with 
the tag “Polar vortex and daffodils.” But 
beyond the folklore of our home state, my 
wife Linda and I have reconnected with 
her Minnesota roots, from Danish Society 
events to the rutabaga festival in Askov 
with her large array of cousins. Living 
downtown, the theatre is really remark-
able, better, I think, than Manhattan 
because of its accessibility and lack of  
pretense. Nice Fish, Othello, Six Hundred 
Sundays, and Phantom… are just some of 

2013 state lobby day: (L to R) Megan Ellingson-Pint, Dean Assael, 
Nate Burbach, Stephanie Zastrow, and Kirby Johnson.

2013 Senior Banquet.
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t was one of the coldest days of the year, yet it brought the  
warmest smiles of the season. There were, in fact, lots of smiles 
on the faces of the 189 children who, with their parents, braved 
sub-zero weather and crowded School of Dentistry reception 

rooms and clinics to receive free dental care at the school’s 10th annual 
Give Kids a Smile Day on Saturday, February 8. On-hand to treat patients 
at the student-coordinated event were 385 student, staff, faculty and 
community volunteers.
 Patients received radiographs, an examination and treatment plan, 
plus emergency and restorative care, prioritized to address the most 
critical needs first. Routine and specialty dental services included  
fillings, endodontic procedures, cleanings, extractions, fluoride  
treatments, crowns and the placement of dental sealants. 
 A special congratulations to dental student co-chairs Sara  
Gaalaas, Stephen Grimsby and Kirsten William-Kennedy, and to all  
who volunteered their time to treat patients and help organize and  
run the event. :

I
Give Kids a Smile Day

PHOTOS BY STEVE WOIT
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The charts below represent the unaudited revenue sources and expenses of the School of Dentistry for fiscal year 2013.

2013 Community Report

Revenues (in thousands)

Tuition and Fees $ 23,800
Clinics $ 20,200
State Operations & Maintenance (O & M) $ 14,200
Research $ 8,500
Gifts and Investment $ 1,900
Indirect Cost Recovery $ 1,800
Other Income $ 1,200

 Total $ 71,600

Expenses (in thousands)

Instruction $ 26,500
Clinical Activity $ 21,800
University Overhead & Support $ 9,600
Research Activity-Funded $ 8,500
Administration and Development $ 4,200
Student Services and Scholarships $ 1,100

 Total $ 71,700

s c h o o l  o f  d e n t i s t r y

r e v e n u e s  &  e x p e n s e s

Tuition and Fees

Clinics

State O & M

Research

Gifts and Investment 

Indirect Cost Recovery
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Revenues

Instruction

Clinical Activity

University Overhead
& Support

Research Activity-Funded

Administration
and Development

Student Services 
and Scholarships

Expenses

33%

28%

37%

30%

13%

12%

6%
2%

20%

12%

3%
3%

2%

Revenues Notes

 Financial results for the University of Minnesota School of Dentistry for  
the fiscal year ended June 30, 2013 reflected a challenging environment. Expenses 
exceeded revenues by $1.1 million for the fiscal year. Overall fund balances for the 
School of Dentistry declined to the lowest levels in a number of years as a result  
of the loss. 
 Total revenues for the School of Dentistry increased $3.7 million for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 2013, from $68.1 million to $71.8 million. Increases resulted 
from higher tuition and fees and higher clinical revenue. The school also received 
the proceeds ($1.2 million) of an internal loan to support the replacement of 
handpieces in our Moos Tower clinics. State funding through the central  
University was flat for the fiscal year.
 Clinical and Affiliation revenues maintained essentially the same level as in 
FY2012 at $20.2 million. Clinical activities reflect continued pressures on public 
program reimbursement levels as well as the effect of the overall economic decline 
and the access challenges to our clinics presented by the light rail construction 
project. Pre-doctoral clinic revenues increased, offset by declines in certain  
specialty clinics.
 State Operating and Maintenance (O & M) funding received by the School 
of Dentistry, was held constant by the central University. Continuing state funding 
as a percentage of overall revenue continues to decline. In absolute dollars, fund-
ing remained at $14.2 million (which includes a $2.0 million allocation to replace 
MERC funding eliminated by the state legislature). Tuition and fees continued to 
widen their gap over state funding support. This trend was in evidence across the 
entire University. Student debt levels are an increasing concern. Although our 
institution has seen no decline in applicants, national applicant levels to dental 
schools declined by approximately two percent.
 Research revenues decreased due to increased federal budget reductions in 
this area and the competitive climate for basic research. Research revenue 
decreased from $8.9 million to $8.5 million. Despite the reduction, the University 
of Minnesota continues to be a top ten dental school for research.
 Indirect Cost Recovery revenues that are connected to direct research  
revenues decreased from $2.1 million to $1.8 million.
 Tuition and Fee revenue increased $2.2 million from $21.6 million in FY2012 
to $23.8 million in FY2013. The University of Minnesota School of Dentistry has 

historically targeted the mid range of publicly supported Midwestern dental 
schools when determining tuition rates, and is generally much less expensive for 
residents than private institutions. 
 Other income increased by $1.1 million, from $0.1 million to $1.2 million 
due to an internal loan.
 Gifts and Investment Returns included in operational results increased by 
$0.6 million, from $1.3 million to $1.9 million due partly to improved equity 
market returns. These amounts do not include gifts to the School of Dentistry 
that are managed by the University of Minnesota Foundation that are still invested 
with the Foundation.

Expenses Notes

 Total expenses for the School of Dentistry increased $6.4 million for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 2013, from $66.5 million to $72.9 million, primarily due to 
increases in compensation and staffing ($2.2 million), equipment purchases and 
facility repairs ($1.9 million) and accreditation related expenses ($.7 million). 
 Instructional expenses increased $3.5 million, from $23.0 million to $26.5 
million, primarily related to contractual fringe benefit increases, contractual  
compensation increases and additional faculty.
 Clinical expenses increased by $2.7 million, from $19.1 million to $21.8 million.
 Research expenses decreased by $0.4 million, from $8.9 million to $8.5  
million, due to a decline in research revenue.
 Central Allocations increased $0.2 million from $9.4 million to $9.6 million. 
This category includes the School of Dentistry’s pro-rata portion of such  
University wide expenses as facilities management, libraries, central administration, 
technology and research administration and compliance.
 Administration and Development expenses increased $0.4 million, from  
$3.8 million to $4.2 million, primarily related to accreditation expenses. 
 Scholarships and Student Services were constant at $1.1 million.   

 Jeff Ogden
 Chief Administrative Officer
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Paid Facul ty  Appointments*

 Full Associate Assistant 
 Professor Professor Professor Total

Tenure/Tenure Track 23 38 4 65
Research Track  0 0 4 4
Clinical Track 1 9 28 38
Adjunct 28 32 84 144

Total 52 79 120 251

*As of October, 2013.

Students  | Fall Semester Enrollment 2013

Dental Hygiene, B.S.   46
Dental Hygiene, Master Degree   13
Dental Therapy   24
D.D.S.   413
Advanced Education & Graduate Programs    87

Total   583

2013  Graduates

Dental Hygiene-Baccalaureate Program  21
Master of Dental Hygiene   1
Doctor of Dental Surgery   107
Professional & Graduate Degrees Awarded  31
Dental Therapy   9

Total   169

2013-14
first-year 

dental class
profile

98
100%

41
42%

57
58%

26
27%

 total women men persons 
    of color

Total Number of Applicants   1,198
Class Size   98

*

2013-14 faculty⁄student statistics 2013-14 first-year dental class profile

Average GPAs
 Overall GPA   3.63
 BCP (Bio, Chem, Physics) GPA   3.55
 Science GPA   3.57

Average DATs
 Academic Average   20.30
 Perceptual Ability   20.51
 Total Science   20.06
 Reading    21.20

*These figures represent AADSAS calculations.

2013-14 first-year dental therapy class profile2013-14 first-year dental hygiene class profile

Total Number of Applicants   49
Class Size   24

Total Number of Applicants   10
Class Size   6*

Average GPAs
 Overall GPA   3.21
 Prerequisite GPA   3.33

Average GPAs
 Overall GPA   3.31
 Science GPA   3.15
 Prerequisite GPA   3.37

2013-14
first-year 

dental hygiene 
class profile

 total women men persons 
    of color

24
100%

23
96%

1
4%

6
25%

2013-14
first-year 

dental therapy 
class profile

 total women men persons 
    of color

6
100%

4
67%

2
33%

2
33%
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SchoolNews

Driven to Discover
The breadth of the productive basic,  
clinical, social science and translational 
research taking place at the School of 
Dentistry was on display at the 10th 
annual Dental Research Updates from  
the U of M on February 28, 2014. 
 The program showcased faculty 
research on topics as diverse as HIV  
combination therapies and their oral 
availability, estrogen and TMJ pain, multi-
mode adhesives to one-visit veneers,  
how patients perceive the impact of oral  
diseases, and improving health outcomes 
by addressing oral health literacy. 
 Highlights of the day included a  
keynote address by James Melvin, D.D.S., 
Ph.D., clinical director and chief of the 
Secretory Mechanisms and Dysfunction 
Section at the National Institute for Dental 
and Craniofacial Research (NIDCR) in 
Bethesda, Md. Melvin discussed current 
clinical research studies at the NIDCR 
Division of Intramural Research, including 
investigations into monogenic immune 
defects and human oral immunity, oral 

manifestations of chronic graft-versus-host 
disease, the clobetasol oral rinse clinical 
trial, salivary proteomics and salivary gland 
function in health and disease, and gene 
therapy for radiation-induced xerostomia. 
 Twenty-six students from the dental 
school’s Summer Research Fellowship 
Program and Graduate Program in Oral 
Biology also gave poster presentations  
on their research.
 Congratulations to the following 
School of Dentistry faculty who are  
2013 Paper of the Year Award recipients:

Clinical Science
Bryan Michalowicz (with co-authors  
S.P. Engebretson, L.G. Hyman,  
E.R. Schoenfeld, M.S. Gelato, W. Hou, 
E.R. Seaquist, M.S. Reddy, C.E. Lewis, 
T.W. Oates, D. Tripathy, J.A. Katancik,  
P.R. Orlander, D.W. Paquette, N.Q. 
Hanson, and M.Y. Tsai) for their paper 
titled “The Effect of Nonsurgical 
Periodontal Therapy on Hemoglobin  
A1c Levels in Persons with Type 2 

Diabetes and Chronic Periodontitis:  
A Randomized Clinical Trial.” Published 
in JAMA. 2013 Dec 18; 310(23):2523-32. 

Basic Science
Sven-Ulrik Gorr and Conrado Aparicio 
(with co-authors K.V. Holmberg,  
M. Abdolhosseini, X. Chen, and Y. Li)  
for their paper titled “Bio-inspired 
Antimicrobial Peptide Coating for Dental 
Implants.” Published in Acta Biomaterialia 
(2013) 9(9): 8224-31. 

Social and Behavioral  
Sciences and Public Health
Christine Blue and Sheila Riggs  
(with co-authors P. Benjamin, G.H. 
Gilbert, D.E. Funkhouser, D.B. Rindal,  
D. Worley., and D.J. Pihlstrom) for their 
paper “Utilization of Nondentist 
Providers and Attitudes Toward New 
Provider Models: Findings from the 
National Dental Practice-Based Research 
Network.” Published in J Public Health 
Dentistry, 2013 Summer; 73(3):237-44.

Harold K. Tu Named Director, Division of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Harold K. Tu, M.D., D.M.D., has been 
named director of the Division of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery, effective 
August 1, 2014. In assuming this role, 
he is also the inaugural appointee to 
the Dr. James Q. Swift Professorship  
in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, an 
endowed position named in honor of 
James Swift, D.D.S., who has directed 
the Division of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery since 1989. Longtime col-
leagues, the two will continue to work 
together, with Swift remaining on fac-

ulty as a professor of oral and maxillofacial surgery and continu-
ing to be an integral part of the future success of the division. 
 With today’s academic programs increasingly challenged to 
find the right balance between education, service and research,  
Tu brings with him a unique blend of skills and experiences that 
will position the division for continued growth and excellence.
 A graduate of the University of Oregon Dental School, Tu 
received his medical degree from the University of Nebraska 
Medical School and completed his oral and maxillofacial surgery 

(OMS) residency and his general surgery internship at the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center. He joined the University 
of Nebraska faculty in 1982, serving in a number of positions, 
including that of director of the OMS Residency Program, the 
OMS Externship Program, and the Oral Facial Implant Clinic,  
as well as the chair of the Quality Assurance Committee for the 
University Hospital. In 1991, while on sabbatical, he pursued a  
fellowship in Facial Cosmetic Surgery at MedCenter One in 
Bismarck, N.D. and became the first oral and maxillofacial surgeon 
in Nebraska to be credentialed in facial cosmetic surgery.
 In 1996, Tu made a professional decision to leave academics  
to start a private practice, all the while maintaining an active  
role in residency education with the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center. He later returned to the medical center part-time  
at the request of the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery and was promoted to adjunct professor in the 
Department of Surgery in 2011. Currently in full-time private 
practice, he’s also served as Section Chief of Oral Surgery at  
the Nebraska Methodist Hospital and as a board member of 
Metro Omaha Medical Society. In 2006, he received the Milagro 
Award from One World Health for providing indigent care  
in the Omaha community.

Harold K. Tu
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People
Elected: Heather 
Conrad (Restorative 
Sci-Prosthodontics) 
to a four-year term 
on the administra-
tive board of the 
American Dental 
Education 
Association’s 
Council of 

Hospitals and Advanced Education 
Programs.
 

Selected: Kyle 
Holmberg (D4)  
as one of two  
recipients of the 
2014 ADEA/Crest 
Oral-B Laboratories 
Scholarship for 
Predoctoral 
Students Pursuing 
Academic Careers. 

The awards were presented on March 16 
at the 2014 ADEA Annual Session & 
Exhibition in San Antonio, Tex.

Selected: Kathleen 
Thieu (D1) as one 
of the 2014 NIDCR 
Summer Dental 
Student Award 
recipients and  
will spend the  
summer at  
the National 
Institutes of Health 

in Bethesda, Md., where she will be 
paired with a mentor conducting 
research in her area of interest. As an 
undergraduate student and as a partici-
pant in the Summer Research Fellowship 
Program, Thieu worked in the lab of 
Massimo Costalonga (Developmental/
Surgical Sci-Periodontology) who  
conducts research in the areas of immu-
nology and periodontal disease.

Heather Conrad Kathleen Thieu

Kyle Holmberg

Updates

Bringing home the gold.
Our Minnesota Chapter of the American 
Student Dental Association (ASDA) 
brought home top honors from the 2014 
ASDA Annual Session held February 26 
to March 1 in Anaheim, Calif. The chapter  
won the Gold Crown Award for Best  
in Organized Dentistry and Stephanie 
Zastrow won Delegate of the Year  
for ASDA’s 8th district (representing  
dental schools in Minnesota, Iowa, 
Nebraska and Missouri).

Dental student competes in Global 
Health Case Competition. 
Tino Nguyen and his team of interprofes-
sional colleagues from throughout the 
University took first place at the inaugural 
year of the University of Minnesota 
Global Health Case Competition in 
February 2014, and went on to represent 
the University at the International Emory 
Global Health Case Competition in 
March, where they were named 4th place 
finish (out of a field of 24 teams). 
 The international competition 
brought together student teams from  
universities around the world to collabor-
atively tackle global health challenges. 
This year, teams were given four days  
in which to develop (and present to an 
expert panel of judges) their recommen-
dations for reforming the World Health 
Organization.

Tino Nguyen, second from right.

School initiates a new strategic planning process. The School of Dentistry 
will launch a strategic planning initiative under the direction of a steering committee 
that will solicit broad input from stakeholders. Dean Assael has asked that planning  
be completed by December 2014, and charged the committee to: 1) Develop new 
vision, purpose and goals statements; 2) Develop the strategic direction of a new  
curriculum model; 3) Develop a clinical services/clinical education plan; 4) Provide 
strategic direction in research; and 5) Integrate the strategic plan of the School of 
Dentistry with the strategic plan, goals and objectives of the University. 

Successful accreditation visit. In dental education, accreditation is the process  
of evaluation intended to monitor, strengthen and sustain the quality and integrity  
of an academic program, making it and the profession worthy of public confidence. 
The process includes an external evaluation conducted by the ADA Commission on 
Dental Accreditation (CODA) on a seven-year cycle. 
 Earlier last year, the School of Dentistry residency programs in oral and maxillofacial 
surgery and oral facial pain were fully accredited and, in 2012, we received full accredi-
tation of our general practice residency. 
 In October 2013, CODA site-visitors completed a comprehensive review of the 
predoctoral dental and dental hygiene programs, and advanced education programs in 
endodontics, orthodontics, pediatric dentistry, periodontics and prosthodontics. In 
preparation, the school conducted a self-study of every course, lab, policy, benchmark, 
syllabus, publication and nook-and-cranny of the school facilities. While CODA scrutiny 
was intense, the self-study was an even more rigorous investment in ongoing self-
improvement, with a special focus on curriculum, clinical competencies, institutional 
effectiveness, faculty and staff, student services, and the humanistic culture and learning 
environment. In its final report to the University, CODA advised that the School of 
Dentistry has been accredited without reporting requirements, documenting that ours 
is a curriculum and outcomes of education that meet the standards of excellence in 
every one of the myriad aspects of educating dental professionals today.
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AlumniNews

A Letter from the President
Building Better Relationships

As I look around, I see spring blossoming on campus with exciting new opportunities 
ahead for our recent graduates. They will take with them memories of their time at the 
dental school, of times together on lab benches, in color groups and of course, Goldy. 
Education today looks very different than it did even a few years ago. The level of 
technology in education is amazing. Every cubicle has a computer, and digital 
radiography has been implemented in the clinics. Graduates are truly prepared to be 
competent practitioners in this techno savvy world. And, upon graduation, students  
have a true sense of caring for community. They have spent time at one of the school’s  
15 outreach sites, treating patients with access to care challenges. The health and vitality  
of our dental profession depends on the growth made possible by our newest alumni 
members. They are the future! Congratulations to all of our graduates!
 I walked through campus last week and saw trains moving along the rails in front of 
Moos Tower! Change is in the air. The vibrant and electric atmosphere was remarkable.  
It was exhilarating to be on campus. So much was different from my time as a student, yet 
it felt like coming home. My relationship with the University has always been important 
to me. I could not be where I am today without the University and the School of 
Dentistry. I believe this to be true for all of those who graduate from this great institution. 
 Relationships are important to the School of Dentistry Alumni Society as well!  
There are many new collegial opportunities springing up from our strategic plan 
implemented this past year. The Alumni Society has moved forward to provide engagement 
opportunities and to communicate clearly with you, our alumni. Look for many 
opportunities in the future! 
 If you were one of the many attendees at the Minnesota Dental Association Star of the 
North Meeting this spring, I hope you stopped by the University of Minnesota booth and 
visited with members of the Alumni Society Board. Please continue to let us know what 
you have been doing since graduation by submitting a class note to denalum@umn.edu. 
In conjunction with the Star of the North Meeting, the Dean’s Reception recognized our 
2013 Distinguished Dental and Dental Hygiene Alumni. We honor their achievements  
in excellence and leadership. 
 Through your membership, the alumni association supports students, faculty and 
alumni throughout the year. You provide student scholarships, recognize graduates at 
senior banquets, and support Clinical Grand Rounds so that students can attend at no 
cost and alumni at a huge discount. It is your support of the Cap and Gown Graduation 
Fund that provides caps and gowns for all graduates. 
 Relationships change over time. Highly valued relationships require intentional and 
deliberate attention in order to flourish and grow. As students we are consumers. As 
graduates we spread our wings in new flight to share our learning in care of community. 
As alumni we honor the institution that gave us so much and needs our support in 
return. It has been an honor to serve as your School of Dentistry Alumni Society 
President. Thank you.

Sincerely,

kim johnson, g.d.h., m.d.h. ’79
President, School of Dentistry Alumni Society
www.dentistry.umn.edu/alumni

Time for a 
Class Reunion?

 
The Alumni Office can help.  

Contact Emily Best (612-625-6811 
or emilyj@umn.edu) to request 
current mailing labels for your 

classmates, promote your 
reunion via email, and receive 
Gopher spirit items and prizes  

for your event.

CONNECT WITH US
ON LINKEDIN AND FACEBOOK.
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Award-Winning Alumni

As a dental hygiene practitio-
ner, educator, and academic 
researcher, Patricia Lenton 
leads by example and commits 
herself to excellence in all  
that she does.
  Lenton earned her graduate 
dental hygiene, bachelor of  
science, and master’s degrees 
from the University of 
Minnesota. She began her 
career in dental hygiene in 
1978 and continued this work 
while completing her degree  
in dental hygiene education 

(1981). She joined the School of Dentistry in 1982 as a clinical 
instructor. In 1983, Lenton was recruited to establish a new  
dental assisting program in Minneapolis; following its accredita-
tion, she returned to dental hygiene practice before rejoining the 
dental school in 1989. Since then, she’s been a study examiner, 
project coordinator, and a principal or co-principal investigator 
for more than 50 research studies. The training methods she 

developed for her thesis project have been used to train 50+ 
examiners nationwide. She has taught numerous courses and 
served on a variety of committees, including the dental school’s 
Diversity Committee and the University Faculty Senate.  
Recently, Lenton was named director of the dental school’s  
Oral Health Clinical Research Clinic.
 In addition to examiner training methods, Lenton’s research 
includes breath-odor assessment and treatment, oral health  
literacy, periodontal disease, and systemic health. She’s served as 
secretary of the International Society of Breath Odor Research 
(ISBOR) and as president of the Oral Health Research Group  
in the International Association of Dental Research (IADR). She 
is also a member of the Society of Clinical Research Professionals 
and the American Dental Hygienists’ Association. Locally, she’s 
active in the Minnesota Dental Hygienists’ Association and  
served on the St. Paul District Dental Society Midwinter Meeting 
planning committee. In 2009, the district awarded her its 
Outstanding Dental Hygienist Service Award. In 2013, she received 
the Oral Health Research Award sponsored by Colgate-Palmolive. 
Lenton is frequently invited to speak to a variety of audiences, 
which includes dental professionals, nutrition and diabetes  
educators, and for diabetes support groups.

Dedicated to the principles  
of integrity, faithfulness and  
conscientious work, Vernon R. 
Steffens (’62) is a man of  
many talents. 
   His service and leadership  
in the advancement of oral 
health span three decades and 
he is widely admired for his 
optimism, generosity, and  
the energy he invests for the 
good of those with whom he 
comes in contact.
   Steffens taught prosthetic 
dentistry at the School  

of Dentistry (1962-65) and practiced dentistry in North 
Minneapolis for 30 years. A long-time member of 3M’s Dental 
Advisory Board, he was instrumental in the development and 
advancement of quality dental products and, in 2006, received 
the 3M Healthcare Entrepreneur Award. He is also past-chief of 
the Dental Section at the Golden Valley Health Center, and  

a former member (1976-88) and chair (1984-87) of the Delta 
Dental of Minnesota Board of Trustees. 
 His 50-year membership in organized dentistry includes  
service to the Minneapolis District Dental Society on its peer 
review, membership and continuing education committees, and 
to the Minnesota Dental Association as a member of its Scientific 
Session Committee and as a delegate to the association’s House 
of Delegates. He also lectured broadly on the proper use of 
nitrous oxide sedation, resin bonded restorations, and the  
latest teachings in dentistry. 
 His commitment also includes helping to finance and build 
four dental clinics in Cochabamba, Bolivia, which he’s continued 
to support for 45 years. During his practice years, he volunteered 
at Sharing and Caring Hands and was a regular visitor to area 
schools to promote oral health. It also was his 30-year tradition 
to provide free dental care to those in need on Christmas Eve  
day, as well as to forgive the outstanding debts for some of  
his patients who had encountered financial difficulties.  
Upon retirement, he donated his professional building to a  
community non-profit agency which continues to benefit  
from his generosity. 

Vernon Steffens: 2013 Distinguished Dental Alumnus

Patricia Lenton: 2013 Distinguished Dental Hygiene Alumna

Patricia Lenton

Vernon Steffens
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1938
Albert Brekke (D.D.S.), New Hope, Minn., 
died on December 20, 2013. He was 98 years 
old. Brekke graduated from South High 
School, attended dental school, and served 
his country as an officer in the Navy during 
World War II. Returning to Minneapolis,  
he established his dental practice, and later 
expanded the practice to include an office  
in Buffalo, Minn. 

1951
Lee Hermann (D.D.S.), Excelsior, Minn.,  
died at age 89 on January 23, 2014. Stationed 
with the U.S. Army in Europe during WWII, 
he returned to Minnesota to attend dental 
school. He was an associate professor for  
33 years at the School of Dentistry and  
in private practice with his father in the  
west metro area of Minneapolis-St. Paul. 

Donald Storslee (D.D.S.), Mabton, Wash., 
died on November 6, 2013. He was 93 years 
old. He served in the United States Army 
from 1941-45. Storslee received his bachelor’s 
degree from Moorhead State University,  
then attended dental school, and served  
at McChord Air Force as a captain-dentist 
(1952-55). In 1982, he retired from  
pediatric dental practice in Sunnyside,  
Wash., after 31 years of dental practice. 

1954
Merlyn B. Johnson (D.D.S.), Billings, Mont., 
died on April 5, 2014. He enlisted in the 
Army in July 1945, just as WWII was winding 
down, returned home to graduate from  
dental school and then opened his one-chair 
dental clinic in Ashby, Minn. He then 
returned to the Army and became an oral 
surgeon. He excelled at facial reconstruction 
and loved his work, but it required long 
hours and frequent transfers to military 
bases. Honorably discharged in 1960, he was 
commissioned to the United States Public 
Health Service Officer Corps in 1964 after 
obtaining his master’s degree in public health 
administration from the University of 
Michigan. During his tenure, he achieved  
the rank of captain in the officer corps and 

served as the area dental director for the 
Indian Health Service in Albuquerque, NM, 
and Billings, Mont. His dedication to provid-
ing quality service to his patients made him  
one of the most prestigious and respected 
members of the Public Health Service and  
he was awarded the PHS Meritorious  
Service Medal in 1975. He retired at age  
55 in 1982.

1957
Gregory W. Stende (D.D.S.), Shoreview, 
Minn., died April 22, 2014, at age 80. He was 
an avid scuba diver and instructor, with a 
passion for underwater photography. He 
spent 26 years in the Navy Reserve Dental 
Corps, retiring as captain, and practiced  
general dentistry in the Falcon Heights/
Roseville area since 1957. He retired in 2007 
and joined the School of Dentistry faculty as 
an adjunct instructor. Well liked by students 
and staff, he taught in the school’s periodon-
tics clinic until the day before his death. 

1958
John F. Erickson (D.D.S.) Palm Desert, Calif., 
died on April 17, 2014, at age 79. Born in 
Hallock, Minn., he graduated from high 
school in 1952 where he was all-state in golf, 
hockey and band as a trumpet player. At the 
University of North Dakota, he played left-
wing for the Fighting Sioux hockey team 
before transferring to the University of 
Minnesota. He financed his dental school 
education by working for the University’s 
medical school research labs and, on week-
ends, playing trumpet in a jazz band. He 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa and was a member 
of Sigma Chi fraternity, then practiced  
dentistry for more than 45 years in Richfield, 
Minn. He was also an adjunct professor in 
the School of Dentistry’s prosthodontics clinic 
for more than 50 years and, in 1979, was 
appointed full professor. Outside of dentistry, 
he was an avid tennis player, skier and fisher-
man. He retired and spent the last 15 years  
in Palm Desert, Calif. 

1959

The Class of 1959 at the Annual Dental 
Hygiene Alumni Luncheon held April 25, 2014 
at 317 on Rice Park in conjunction with the 
Star of the North Meeting. Special guest 
speaker was Karen Kaler. (Pictured L to 
R): Joan Hoover, Sandra Robinson, Janet 
Kinneberg, Kathy Britz, Lorna Godfrey.

1960
Hold the date. The D.D.S. class of 1960 will 
hold a reunion on June 20-21, 2014, at the 
Hilton Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport Mall  
of America Hotel. Friday evening: Reunion  
dinner; Saturday: “Apres Party” at the home 
of Clark LaChappelle. RSVP to LaChappelle  
at 239-597-7751 (FL) or 952-435-6500. 

James Alevizos (D.D.S.), Minneapolis, 
Minn., died on October 6, 2013 at age 82. 
Alevizos first opened his dental practice in 
Wheaton, Minn., then moved to Minneapolis 
where he practiced dentistry and, for 10 
years, continued to travel to Wheaton to  
care for patients.

1962
Kenneth Torbert (D.D.S.), Regina, SK Canada, 
died February 1, 2014 at age 79. After  
dental school, Torbert enlisted in the U.S. 
Army, working as a dentist at Valley Forge and 
as a teletype operator in Korea. He moved 
with his family to serve for five years as a  
missionary in Bareilly, U.P. India, where he 
trained local dentists. Upon returning to the 
U.S., he earned his master’s degree in public 
health from the University of Minnesota, then 
moved to Manitoba, Canada, where he set up 
a training program for dental assistants at the 
University College of the North. He was a 
director of the Manitoba Children’s Dental 
Program, an instructor at Wascana Institute 
in Regina for dental assistants, and a  
dentist/instructor for 10 years at the First 
Nation’s University of Canada’s National 
School of Dental Therapy. His very favorite 
work was as mentor and consultant to dental 
therapists in the Yukon, Northwest Territories, 
the Arctic and, most recently, Northern 
Saskatchewan First Nation Health Centres.

1964
Carl Casperson (D.D.S.) of Bloomington, 
Minn., died on March 30, 2014. He practiced 
orthodontics in Bloomington and Apple 
Valley for more than 35 years. He was also an 
adjunct professor in the School of Dentistry’s 
Division of Orthodontics for five years.

1971
Richard Hesby (D.D.S.), Estero, Fla., died  
on January 1, 2014, at age 76. Born in Volga, 
S.D., he attended Northwestern University 
Dental School. Following graduation in 1961, 
Hesby served in the U.S. Navy Dental Corps 
for 23 years, which included tours with the 
VAW-11, a U.S. Carrier Airborne Early 
Warning Squadron. In 1971, he completed 
his specialty training in prosthodontics at  
the University of Minnesota. His final tour  
in the Navy was as professor and chair of the 
Prosthodontic Department and as program 
director of the Prosthodontics Residency 
Training Program at the Naval Postgraduate 

Class Notes
Please submit brief notices about milestone 
events and activities to: U of M School of 
Dentistry, Alumni Relations (attn: Emily Best), 
515 Delaware St. S.E., 15-136 Moos Tower, 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 or emilyj@umn.edu.

Dentistry is published two times a year. Deadlines 
for submission are: Spring issue: January 1;  
Fall issue: July 1. Please note: Dentistry cannot 
publish birth and marriage announcements.
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Dental School in Bethesda, Md. After retiring 
from the Navy in 1984 as a captain, he con-
tinued his passion for teaching as chair of  
the Department of Fixed Prosthodontics  
at Northwestern University Dental School.  
In 1990, he became chair and professor  
of prosthodontics and biomaterials at the 
University of Medicine and Dentistry of  
New Jersey, where he continued to teach  
and practice dentistry until his retirement in 
2004. He also served as a board examiner and  
consultant for the Northeast Regional Board 
of Dental Examiners. 

1972
Michael Hamann (D.D.S.), Perham, Minn., 
received the Minnesota Dental Association’s 
2013 Outstanding Service Award. The award 
was presented on April 25 at the association’s 
2014 annual Star of the North Meeting in  

St. Paul, Minn. Active 
in both his community 
and profession, 
Hamann has been a 
23-year member of the 
Perham school board 
and has also served  
on the city planning 
commission. He’s been 
the West Central District 
Dental Society’s repre-

sentative on the MDA Constitution, Bylaws 
and Ethics Committee for the past three 
years, and a delegate at the association’s 
House of Delegates meeting for the past five 
years. For 25 years, he served as a coach at 
Perham High School, mentoring and encour-
aging countless students, and later young 
professionals, in achieving their life goals.  
At least two of those students went on to 
earn D.D.S. degrees, including his own daugh-
ter who practices with him. He’s also donated 
his time and talent to help children in Otter 
Tail County receive dental care during the 
annual Give Kids a Smile event.

Steven Poeschl (D.D.S.), Alden, Minn., retired 
from practice in November 2013. He served 
the community of Alden for 41 years and also 
had a practice in Minnesota Lake for 39 years. 

1976
Michael Zakula (D.D.S.), Hibbing, Minn.,  
was named the Minnesota Dental Association 
Guest of Honor and recognized for his four 
decades of service to organized dentistry on 
April 25 at the association’s 2014 Star of the 
North Meeting in St. Paul. Zakula, a Hibbing 
orthodontist, has served as president of the 
Minnesota Dental Association and the 
Northeastern District Dental Society; chair  
of the MDA Dental Education Committee;  
delegate to the American Dental Association 
House of Delegates; executive board member  
of the Minnesota Association of Orthodontics; 

chair of the Minnesota 
Chapter of the American 
College of Dentists; and 
chair of the Hibbing 
Community College 
Dental Assisting Advisory 
Board. Additionally, he 
has been an orthodontic 
consultant for the 
Crippled Children’s Cleft 
Palate Clinic in Duluth 

Minn., since 1985. He also participates in the 
national Smiles Change Lives, which provides 
orthodontic care to disadvantaged children. 

1977
Herb Schulte (D.D.S.), Edina, Minn., was  
recognized as the Minneapolis District 
Dental Society Guest of Honor on April 10  
at the Minneapolis Marriott Southwest Hotel 
in Minnetonka, Minn. The award is the  
dental society’s highest honor.

Thomas Seidelmann (D.D.S.), Duluth, Minn., 
received the Northeastern District Dental 
Society’s Guest of Honor Award for his long-
standing service as a leader within the profes-
sion, as well as his community outreach and 
assistance to those in distress.

1978
Mark Malmberg (D.D.S.), Sioux Falls, S.D., 
relinquished Command of the 114th Medical 
Group in Sioux Falls and retired from  
the South Dakota Air National Guard in 
September 2013. He enlisted as an ensign in 
the United States Navy Reserve while in dental 
school in 1977. After graduating, he was 
commissioned as a lieutenant in the U.S. Navy, 
and served at the Naval Regional Dental 
Center at the Naval Training Center in Orlando, 
Fla. He set up a private practice in Oakes, 
N.D. in 1981 while remaining in the inactive  
Navy Reserve. In 1996, he joined the South 
Dakota Air National Guard as the Base Dental 
Surgeon, and assumed Command of the 114th 
Medical Group in 2008. Malmberg’s retirement 
culminates 30 years of service to his country.

R. David Resch (D.D.S.), St. Paul, Minn., 
received the Minnesota Dental Association’s 
2013 President’s Award. The award was  
presented on April 25 at the association’s 
2014 Star of the North Meeting in St. Paul, 
Minn. Resch has been involved at all  

levels of organized  
dentistry. He also has 
lectured on Infection 
Control and OSHA 
regulations, both 
regionally and  
at the University of 
Minnesota School of 
Dentistry, and, as a 
member of the MDA 

Environment and Safety Committee, helped 
draft OSHA regulations. Resch has also been 
a member of the MDA Scientific Session 
Committee, helping to put together several 
successful Star of the North meetings. He  
currently serves as co-chair on both the 
Environment and Safety and the Scientific 
Session Committees.

1979
Stephen Humbert (D.D.S.), Hastings, Minn., 
received a Congressional Certificate of 
Special Recognition from U.S. Congressman 
John Kline in February 2014 for his work 
with the organization Common Hope in 
Guatemala. Humberg began leading “Vision 
Teams” to Guatemala in 2003, providing  
a variety of activities and services such as  
visiting families and building homes. Since 
2008, he has led 14 dental teams to Antigua, 
Guatemala to care for patients in the  
surrounding communities.

1981
Judith Gundersen (D.D.S.), Minneapolis, 
Minn., was promoted to Director of Dental 
Policy at the Minnesota Department of 
Human Services and continues her work  
as the clinical director for the Direct Care 
and Treatment (previously State Operated 
Services) Dental Clinics. Gundersen received 
her M.P.H. from the University of  
Minnesota in 2013.

1982
Michael Kurkowski (D.D.S.), Saint Paul,  
Minn., received the Saint Paul District Dental 
Society (SPDDS) Outstanding Service Award 
for 2014 for service to the organization on  

a multiple committees, 
including participation 
as a member and chair 
of the Peer Review 
Committee (for six 
years), as a member of 
the Executive Council, 
and as SPDDS president 
in 1995. Kurkowski also 
belonged to the Saint 
Paul Speaker’s Bureau 

for more than ten years, and has been active 
in the Minnesota Dental Association, includ-
ing service as an alternate delegate to the 
American Dental Association (2006-11.)

Mary Krempasky Smith (D.D.S.), Spokane, 
Wash., is the recipient of the Western Hockey 
League (WHL) Distinguished Service Award 
for the 2013-14 season. As team dentist of  
the Spokane Chiefs since 1985, Smith is the  
longest serving member of the team. The 
award is presented annually to an individual 
who has made an extraordinary contribution 
over an extended period of time at the club 
or league level. 

Michael Kurkowski

R. David Resch

Michael Zakula

Michael Hamann
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1983
Steven Sperling (D.D.S.) of Rochester, Minn. 
has been appointed by Governor Mark Dayton 
to the Minnesota Board of Dentistry.

1984
Grant Hartup (D.D.S.), San Antonio, Tex., 
received the Academy of General Dentistry’s 
Dr. Thaddeus V. Weclew Award during the AGD 
2013 Annual Meeting & Exhibits, held June 
2013 in Nashville, Tenn. Hartup accepted his 
commission in the U.S. Air Force in 1985. He 
completed a two-year advanced education in 
general dentistry (AEGD) residency at Keesler 
Air Force Base (1990-2) and became a diplo-
mate of the Federal Services Board of General 
Dentistry and the American Board of General 
Dentistry in 1994. He also completed an 
assignment as the AEGD flight commander 
and AEGD program director at Wilford Hall 
Medical Center, Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, 
where he oversaw the Air Force’s largest dental 
residency program. He served as the military 
consultant to the Air Force surgeon general  
for general dentistry, providing subject matter 
expertise, as well as career and professional 
guidance, to hundreds of general dentists in 
the Air Force. He presently serves as the direc-
tor of Air Force Dental Operations, overseeing 
the delivery of dental care to 330,000 Air Force 
personnel at 79 facilities around the world.

1991
Elizabeth Rydell (D.D.S.), Falcon Heights, 
Minn., was named dental director for 
Midwest Dental Support Center in January 
2014. Rydell will provide assistance with  
doctor mentoring, quality assurance, and 
product and technology evaluation. She  
will also see patients part-time in Midwest 
Dental’s Eagan, Minn. office. 

1998
Jeanni R. Foss (D.D.S.), Baxter, Minn., 
received the Minnesota Dental Association’s 
(MDA) 2013 Humanitarian Service Award in 
recognition of her longstanding commit-
ment to the profession and her community. 

The award was presented 
April 25 at the associa-
tion’s Star of the North 
Meeting. As both a stu-
dent and a young prac-
titioner, Foss was active 
in organized dentistry, 
serving on both 
American Student 
Dental Association and 
MDA committees, all 

the while working at the Union Gospel 
Mission and volunteering her time to help a 
young boy with cerebral palsy. After gradua-
tion, she moved to Ohio where she served  
on the Ohio Dental Association’s Finance 
Committee, was a delegate, and provided 

dental care for residents in more than 500 
nursing homes. Returning to Minnesota,  
she became active in the MDA’s Give Kids  
a Smile Day and Minnesota Mission of Mercy 
programs, and was a member of the associa-
tion’s Community Service and Children’s 
Healthcare Committees. Today, she is an 
MDA Trustee representing the West Central 
District Dental Society. In 2009, Foss founded 
Brighter Days Foundation, a 501C3 organiza-
tion whose mission is “to help seriously and 
chronically ill children, ages 0-18, and their 
families, living within the Brainerd Lakes Area 
of Minnesota by surprising them with mean-
ingful gifts and/or opportunities to brighten 
their day.” To-date, 40 children and their families 
have received gifts that included such things 
as a motorcross bike; horse riding lessons; 
toys; trips for families; a puppy (for a boy 
going through chemo whose own dog died); 
spa visits and dinners; and college scholarships.

2001

Classmates of Shawna Ikola (D.D.S.),  
formerly of Deer River, Wisc., donated a 
tooth brushing station in her memory at the 
University of Minnesota Pediatric Dental 
Clinic, Made Possible by Delta Dental of 
Minnesota. The memorial effort was led by 
her classmates Suzette Olson and Elizabeth 
Phillips, with gifts made by 50 classmates.

2006
Amber Cziok (D.D.S.), Litchfield, Minn., 
received the Minnesota Dental Association’s 
2013 New Dentist Leadership Award. The 

award was presented on April 25 at the  
association’s 2014 annual Star of the North 
Meeting in St. Paul, Minn. Active in organized 

dentistry since her  
dental student days,  
she served on the 
MDA’s Scientific 
Session Committee, 
where she advocated 
for greater student 
activities and involve-
ment at the annual 
meeting. After gradua-
tion, she continued her 

involvement with both the MDA and the 
American Dental Association (ADA), serving 
as an alternate delegate to the ADA House  
of Delegates and as a delegate for the West 
Central District Dental Society to the MDA 
House of Delegates. She currently serves  
on the MDA New Dentist and Membership 
Committees. She also serves on the Rice 
Regional Dental Clinic Board of Directors 
and is active with Early Childhood Family 
Education in Litchfield.

2009
Bonnie Moeller (D.D.S.) and Jason Murray 
(D.D.S.) are the new owners of Northwoods 
Dental in Park Rapids, Minn.

2013
Alex Lund (D.D.S.), Hibbing, Minn., was  
the 2013 recipient of the Martha Mordini 
Rukavina Loan Forgiveness Program Award. 
He and his wife Heidi Telste (’13) practice  
in Hibbing with Dental Health Service of 
Northern Minnesota.

2014
Lydia Diekmann (D.T.), Slayton, Minn., 
joined Gary Plotz (D.D.S. ’06) at Shetek 
Dental Care in December 2013. 

Amber Cziok

Jeanni R. Foss

20th Annual Golf Classic
Friday, July 25, 2014

Please mark your calendars to join us for the  
School of Dentistry Alumni Society Golf Classic!

Show your maroon and gold spirit on Friday,  
July 25, 2014 at a truly fun event at the Majestic 
Oaks Golf Club. Enjoy the best of Minnesota  
summer with some friendly competition, prizes,  
and a barbecue lunch. From singles to foursomes,  
beginner to pro, all are welcome! Visit us online  
at www.dentistry.umn.edu/alumni/, or  
call (612) 625-6811 for more information.
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EventsCalendar

For more  
information

Except where noted,  
you can obtain further  
information on the events 
listed and/or request  
disability accommodations 
by contacting:

Emily Best
Alumni Relations  
(612) 625-6811
emilyj@umn.edu  

To stay informed about  
events at the University  
of Minnesota, see the  
Twin Cities Campus  
Event Calendar at  
www.events.tc.umn.edu

September 19
White Coat Ceremony
2:00 p.m.
Northrop Auditorium
University of Minnesota
East Bank Campus
Minneapolis Minn.

For information: 
(612) 625-8947

O c t O b e r  2 0 1 4

October 9-14 
American Dental Association 
Annual Meeting
San Antonio, Tex.

School of Dentistry Reception: 
October 10, 2014
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Hilton Palacio Del Rio
San Antonio, Tex.

October 12-18
Homecoming Week

Parade: October 17

Homecoming Game:
October 18
Minnesota Gophers vs. Purdue

October 19-22
American Academy  
of Periodontology
San Francisco, Calif.

School of Dentistry Reception: 
(To be announced)

October 24
School of Dentistry Gala
Celebrating 125 Years  
of Excellence
5:30 p.m. 
McNamara Alumni Center
University of Minnesota
East Bank Campus
Minneapolis Minn.

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 4

Date to be announced
Dental Therapy Senior Banquet

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 5

February 7
Give Kids a Smile Day
University of Minnesota
School of Dentistry
Minneapolis, Minn.

J u l y  2 0 1 4

July 24
School of Dentistry
Senior Banquet
(for dental hygiene students,  
by invitation only)

5:00 p.m.
TCF Bank Stadium
Minneapolis Campus

For information: 
(612) 625-8947

July 25
20th Annual School  
of Dentistry Alumni  
Society Golf Classic
8:00 a.m. Shotgun Start
Majestic Oaks Golf Club
701 Bunker Lake Blvd.
Ham Lake, Minn.

For information and registration: 
www.dentistry.umn.edu/alumni

a u g u s t  2 0 1 4

August 6-7
New Student Orientation

s e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 4

September 8-13
American Academy of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgeons
Honolulu, HI

School of Dentistry Reception: 
September 11
4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
Hawaii Convention Center
Hilton Hawaiian Village

Annual session information: 
(800) 822-6637
For alumni reception  
information: (612) 625-6811

September 18-20
North Dakota Dental 
Association Annual Session
Bismarck, N.D.

School of Dentistry Reception:
(to be announced)

For annual session information: 
(701) 223-8870 
For alumni reception  
information: (612) 625-6811

OCTOBER 12-18 
MinnesotaAlumni.org/homecoming

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS

SAVE THE DATE!

Homecoming Save Date 2014_1-6.indd   1 1/31/14   11:20 AM
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For more  
information

For more information,  
to register for classes  
and/or to request disability  
accommodations, contact: 

Continuing Dental 
Education
6-406 Moos HS Tower 

515 Delaware Street SE 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 55455

Phone: 
(612) 625-1418 
or (800) 685-1418

Fax: 
(612) 624-8159

Website:
www.dentalce.umn.edu

J u l y  2 0 1 4

6th Annual Oral Pathology 
Institute for Educators
July 9-11, 2014

Practical Updates in 
Pediatric Dentistry
Duluth, Minnesota
July 19-20, 2014

a u g u s t  2 0 1 4

49th Annual Dental 
Assistants’ Seminar
August 8-9, 2014

14th Annual Oral  
and Maxillofacial  
Surgery Review
August 16-17, 2014

s e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 4

Fall Dental Hygiene Seminar
September 5, 2014

Intra-Oral Appliance  
Therapy for TM Disorders:  
A Hands-On Program
September 12, 2014

Mastering Digital  
Full-Mouth & Panoramic 
Radiographic Technique:  
A Hands-on Program
September 13, 2014

Esthetic Removable Partial 
Dentures—Postgraduate 
Program in Contemporary  
& Esthetic Dentistry: Level III
September 18-20, 2014

8th Annual Robert J. Feigal 
Symposium: Advances 
in Pediatric Restorative 
Dentistry
September 19, 2014

TMD and Orofacial Pain 
Miniresidency
September 22-24, 2014

Destination Croatia:  
Study in Dubrovnik
September 24-October 1, 2014

Nitrous Oxide/Oxygen 
Inhalation Sedation:  
A Training Program 
September 26-27, 2014

O c t O b e r  2 0 1 4

Clinical Grand Rounds for the 
Dental Team: Orthodontics
October 2, 2014

20th Annual Practice 
Management Symposium
The Top 10 Management 
Tools for a Successful  
Dental Practice
October 3, 2014

Emerging Infectious 
Diseases, Infection  
Control & OSHA: An Update 
for the Dental Team
October 4, 2014

Extraction Site &  
Ridge Preservation:  
A Hands-On Workshop  
for the General Dentist
October 4, 2014

Providing Quality  
Affordable Dentures:  
A Patient Participation 
Program
October 11-12 and  
October 25, 2014 

Discount Available
School of Dentistry Alumni Society members are eligible for  
discounted continuing education. Members may receive a  
10 percent discount for “lecture only” courses offered through  
the University of Minnesota School of Dentistry. (This discount 
applies to School of Dentistry Alumni Society members  
only and not their employees.)

Adhesive & Esthetic 
Dentistry: A 2014 Update
October 17, 2014

Occlusion & Function—
Postgraduate Program in 
Contemporary & Esthetic 
Dentistry: Level III
October 17-19, 2014

Miniresidency in Nursing 
Home and Long-term Care  
for the Dental Team
October 22-25, 2014

Fall Recordkeeping 
Workshop for the  
Dental Team
October 23, 2014

Hot Topics in Oral Medicine
October 24, 2014

Office Oral Surgery:  
A Guided Experience  
for the General Dentist
October 27-28, 2014

n O v e m b e r  2 0 1 4

Current Strategies for 
Successful Endodontics: 
A Lecture & Hands-on 
Workshop
November 1, 2014

Clinical Grand Rounds  
for the Dental Team:  
TMD and Orofacial Pain
November 6, 2014

Differential Diagnosis  
of Oral Lesions: An 
Interactive Lecture Program
November 7, 2014

Winter Dental  
Assistants’ Seminar
November 8, 2014

Postgraduate Program  
in Contemporary &  
Esthetic Dentistry:  
Level I—Lecture/Laboratory 
Series (Weekend One)
November 14-16, 2014

Postgraduate Program  
in Contemporary &  
Esthetic Dentistry:  
Level II—The Patient  
Series (Weekend One)
November 14-16, 2014

Fall Core Competency Day  
for the Dental Team:
November 21, 2014

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 4

Clinical Grand Rounds  
for the Dental Team: 
Pediatric Dentistry
December 4, 2014

CDE Courses
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Jennifer L. Beaudin &  
Ipinder Puri

Robert H. Beaumont+

Muriel J. Bebeau
Janell J. Beck
William S. Becker
Marcie C. & Joseph G. Becker+

Anne C. Becklean
Earl M. Behning*
Bruce R. Beier
Soraya M. Beiraghi
Stephen A. & Elizabeth R. 

Bejarano
Brad D. Bekkedahl DDS PC
Perry A. Belcher
Kathleen E. Bellamy
Michelle Belliveau
Gail & Paul C. Belvedere
Bemidji Dental Clinic
Michael A. Bender
Neal U. Benjamin+

Michael M. Bennett
Thomas T. & Rita L. Bennett
Janet A. Benson
Jason O. Berg
Karl G. Berg*
Paul E. Berg+

John C. Bergstrom
Sheldon M. & Penny R. Bernick
Lois M. Berscheid-Brunn & 

Gregory J. Brunn
Fred E. Bertschinger+

Jed M. Best DDS MS PLLC
Jeremy & Emily Best
John F. Betlach
Mark A. Bierschbach
Steven E. Bilben+

Steven Bilben DDS PA
Aaron J. & Katrina A. Binstock
Hardeep S. Birdi
Jason M. Bjerketvedt &  

Natalie D. Timmers
Blenda B. Bjork
Kevin S. Bjork
Christine M. & Donald F. Blue
Allan T. Bluhm Memorial & 

Award Trust
Kendra K. Boda+

Leonard E. Boeder
Chad E. & Shayla Boger
Sharon K. Bogetz
William S. Boggs
Terrence D. Bongard+

Joann C. Boraas
Lezlie D. Bork
Bernard Borkon
Adena F. Borodkin &  

James R. Miller
Kristin H. Bothun
Wayne L. Bottomley
William K. Boylan
Boyum & Barenscheer PLLP
Dennis J. Brandstetter*
Brasseler USA Dental LLC
Braveland Family Dental PA
Dwain S. Breitbach
Breitbach Family Dentistry PA
Corey J. Brenner DDS PLLC
Charles L. Bridgeford
Broadway Dental Care+

R. George Brockway DDS PA
Janice C. Broschat
Michael R. Brown
Richard B. Brown
Ruth E. Brown
Theodore A. Brown
Gerald D. Brudvik
Kurt E. Bruksch

2013 Donors

We strive for accuracy when preparing these lists and apologize for any errors that may appear.
We invite you to notify the Development Office at (612) 625-1657 to make any corrections.

Dear Friends,
To each individual and organization listed 
below as a financial supporter in calendar year 
2013––thank you. Combined, your generous 
charitable gifts totaled more than $2.5 million, 
which included gifts designated for each part of 
our mission––education, research, and outreach.  
 Your gifts, this year, helped to fund sophisti-
cated dental materials research and scholarships 
for students facing an increasing tuition burden 
as the portion of our budget provided by the 
state continues to decline. Donor support  
also has helped to fund our Outreach Program, 
which provides important service-learning 
experiences for students who treat patients in 
underserved areas of our state, both rural and 
metropolitan.
 Our Dean’s Circle membership grew in 
2013. More of you than ever before––77 bene-
factors––joined this group of supporters who 
contribute $1,000 annually to the Dentistry 
Fund for Achievement. This fund is a source of 
support for special opportunities and initiatives 
to help us achieve our mission.
 We’re also pleased to share the news of a 
successful campaign that, so far, has raised  
$1.6 million to endow a professorship in honor 
of Dr. James Q. Swift in the Division of Oral 

and Maxillofacial Surgery. His leadership, 
research and dedicated teaching has resulted  
in an internationally recognized program for 
more than two decades. 
 In December, we received renewed support 
for the Rice Regional Dental Clinic in Willmar 
from The Delta Dental of Minnesota 
Foundation, which also provided new grant 
funds to support our efforts to serve more  
children at the Native American Community 
Clinic’s Dental Clinic. 
 Finally, I am especially grateful for those 
whose estate planning includes the School of 
Dentistry. These gifts help ensure that genera-
tions of future students will continue to gain 
the benefits of our great school and the advances 
in oral health that it generates.
 To all of you, donors in 2013 and in the 
future, Thank You.

Sincerely,

leon a. assael, d.m.d
Dean
Professor of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Donors to the School of Dentistry in 2013

3M Co*
44th Street Dental PA
Janine & Steven A. Aaker
Abram & D. Walter Cohen 

Foundation
S. K. Adams
Ranier M. Adarve
Advances in Orthodontics PA

Gary C. Anderson*
Jeanne M. Anderson
Jon D. & Debra Anderson
Julie M. Anderson
Leigh C. Anderson
Lowell Anderson &  

Maxine Johnson
Maynard C. Anderson+

Nancy F. Anderson
Odell J. Anderson
Ray & Carolyn Anderson
Roberta J. Anderson*
Stephen F. Anderson
Cheryl K. Anderson-Cermin
Jerome & Karen  

Appeldoorn Fund+

D. D. & Maribelle F. Appleby*
Tiara L. Applequist
James W. Arhart
Thomas G. Arnold
Annabelle J. Arp
Leon A. & Linda Assael*+

Atlantic Family Dental PLLC
Sayeed Attar & Casey L. Turner

James R. & Coleen J. Austin
Roberta L. Austing
Darin & Hally Bach DDS PC
Wendy Z. Bach DDS PA
Stephen M. Bachand
Mark W. Bachman
Christopher J. Bacsik & Mary 

Lou C. Sabino*
Bashar Bakdash
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP
Denis O. Bakke*
A. R. Ballin*
Edward M. Ballman
Carl L. Bandt*
James H. Barthel &  

Victoria M. Elmer*
Joseph S. & Sarah M. Basile
Marie A. Baudek
Roger D. & Ann M. 

Baumgartner
Cathy S. Baus
Richard J. & Christine D. 

Baylon*
Robert C. Beattie

This list is based on outright 
gifts, pledge payments and  
deferred pledge payments.

* Presidents Club Members 
The Presidents Club  
recognizes the University’s  
most generous benefactors.

+ Dean’s Circle Members
 Membership is determined  

by an annual gift of $1,000  
to the Dentistry Fund  
for Achievement.

Laura A. Aeschlimann
Ramon Aguirre
Mansur Ahmad
Fangyu C. Ai
William S. Akey
Albert Lea Dental Care
Julie Y. Allen
Donna K. Almstad
Jeffrey S. Amann
American Association of 

Endodontists Fdn.
American Dental Partners Fdn.*
American Dental Partners of 

MN-Metro Dentalcare
Kevin E. & Barbara Amundson*
Craig W. & Kristie M. 

Amundson+

Harry M. Andersen
Alfred W. Anderson
Brad Anderson
Bradley J. Anderson
Dwight L. Anderson
Edward A. & Susan D. 

Anderson+
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2013
Thomas D. Bruss
Johnson & Bruss PA
Jon H. Buck
Susan J. Buck
Grace D. Bullinger
Phyllis J. Burlingame
Carol E. Burrell
Gordon S. Burt
Michael J. Bussa
Linda J. Bussinger
Todd G. Calder
Charles R. & Lucy J. Caldwell+
Nancy H. Callas
Richard L. Callender
Richard L. Callender DDS PC
Daniel C. & Tamara  

Callstrom+

Peter A. Cameron
Camp Smile Pediatric Dentistry
Donald D. Campbell
R. R. Capp
Carl Zeiss MicroImaging Inc.
Susan A. Carley
Richard G. Carlson
Fred W. Carpenter
John M. Carrels+

Chris Carroll
Rodney J. Casad
Paul D. Cashion
Carl C. Casperson
Julie D. Cassaidy
Craig T. Cayo DDS PC+

Gregory D. Cebulla
Michael P. Cellitti
Jaroslav Cervenka
Robert D. Chalgren
Pathamas Chantaracherd
Dede & Kim M. Chart*+

Winston W. Chen
Darlene D. Chesney
Chippewa Valley Dental  

Clinic LTD
Chippewa Valley  

Endodontics LLC
James L. Chitwood
Shang C. Chiu
Loren C. Christensen
Wayne E. Christianson
Nicole R. Churchill
Terry D. & Barbara A. Cisler
Ryan S. & Julie E. Clouse
Bonnie L. Cockriel
Elizabeth J. Cole-DeGroot
Coltene-Whaledent Inc.
Community Shares of 

Minnesota
Thomas H. Como
Robert E. Conlin
Jerry J. Conroy
Contracts and Supplies LLC
Gary E. Cook
Lawrence J. Cook
Veronica Cooper
Corky Nord Fund- 

The Minneapolis Fdn.
Patrick J. Coschignano
Massimo Costalonga
Crystal Lake Oral Surgery LTD
Robert F. Cudworth
Thayalan K. Cumarasamy
Cumberland Family Dental SC
Donald J. Cuskey
Dawn R. Czech
Michael G. Cziok
Jeff & Cathy Czock
Carol J. Dahlke+

Knut Dahmann &  
Mary Ann C. Sabino*

Dakota Valley Oral & 
Maxillofacial Surgery PA

Mark M. Dale*
Barbara J. Daniels
Stephen H. Danielson
Julian E. & Rachelle R. Davila
Ruth M. Day
Tennyson De Cora
Andrew De La Garza
Ralph DeLong

Karen L. Decker
Donna S. Dehn*
JoAnn A. & Carl H. Deiner*
Debra A. Deis
Luis F. Delima
Delta Dental of Minnesota Fdn.
Kevin L. Denis &  

Kristin Lundquist
Dental Depot, Inc.
Dental Specialists of 

Jamestown PC
Dentistry for Children & 

Adolescents LTD
Dentsply Detrey
Dentsply Tulsa Dental 

Specialties
Christine M. Derose
Brian Devoe DDS PA
William L. Dewitt
William L. Dewitt DDS PLC
Anthony J. DiAngelis
Rick L. Diehl
Sharon & David M. Ditch+

Mary Ann Dlugosch
Joan Doering
Robert C. Dolven
David E. Domaas
Rebecca L. Doolittle
Michael D. Doroschak
John Z. & Nadia Z. Doroschak 

Family Gift Fdn.+
Michael J. Doucet
Scott Doyle
Ian Dozier
Jeanette M. Dresser
Betty E. Dresser*
Richard R. Dryer
Terry W. & Karen R. Duncan
David K. Dungey+

Kevin J. Dunlavey
Emily U. & Scott H. Durand
Robert Durand
Timothy B. & Susan Durtsche*
David W. Dvorak
Dyste Williams
Eastlake Endodontics
Eastside Endodontics Inc.
Eau Claire Periodontics LLC
Cynthia L. Ebenhoch
Steven M. Edlund
Frederick C. Eichmiller
Daniel P. Einerson
Ellen Eisenberg
Jennifer L. Eisenhuth  

DDS MS PA
James M. Eliasen
Colin A. Eliot
Marjorie G. Ellingson
Richard P. Elzay*
Laura M. & Robert E. Eng*+

Neal H. Engel &  
Jean M. Krusemark+

Engel Family Trust*
Gayle Engel-Sparks
Michael L. English
John F. Englund
Donald R. Erickson
Jerome A. & Laurel L. Erickson
Karen & Larry Erickson
Raymond A. Erickson
Ted J. & Jameen A. Erickson
James M. Erlandson
Steven M. Erlandson
Leon A. Ernster
Darlington K. Erowele
Havva Z. Ertugrul
Roger A. Ettel
Roger G. Ettel DDS & 

Associates PA
Susan C. & Raymond W. Evans
John W. Evenson
Ronald R. Evenson
Alison M. Fallgatter
Falls Orthodontics+

Family & Cosmetic Gentle 
Dentistry LTD

Mary C. Farnham
Suzanne R. Fasoli

Avis L. Fellows
Gary C. Ferguson
El Ray R. Fertig
Gerald L. Fields
Winifred G. Figenshau
Anders K. Finnvold
Robert O. Fisch*
Reynolds J. Fischbach
George E. Fischer*
Meagan C. Fleming
Michael W. Flinn DDS PA
Steven J. & Lenore L. Flinn
Brent L. Florine*
Priscilla N. & Michael T. Flynn
Forestview Family Dentistry
Robert D. Foss
Jeffrey J. Fox*
Patrick J. Foy
Patrick J. Foy DDS PA
Rennaye M. Frandsen
Larry V. Franz
John C. Fredin*
Michael R. Freischel+
James R. Fricton
Cathy J. Fritz
Rick W. Fuchs
Peder A. & Maren D. Gaalaas+

C. Allison & James R. 
Gaasedelen*+

Kathleen M. Gaertner
Kelly R. Gallagher
Robert P. Gardetto
Judith A. Gardner
Helen L. & Raymond O. Garland*
Rita K. & Ronald J. Garni
Barbara S. Gavic
Geist Orthodontics PC
General Mills Inc.*
Gentle Dental Care LLC
Kirk P. Gentling
GeoDigm Corp
Gail S. Gerjets
Robert W. Gerlicher
Leroy W. Gerry
Raymond H. & Karen J. Gerst
David S. Gesko
Christy & Jeff Gibbs
Patricia Gibbs
Joseph A. Gibilisco*
Edwin C. Gibson
Marshall W. Gifford
Julie Giles
James A. Gilman
Vernon J. Goin
Marvin E. Goldberg*
Marvin E. & Miriam R. 

Goldberg Fdn.*
Gomez & Revuelta DDS PA
Richard J. Goodkind
Douglas & Margaret  

Goodlund Fund
Rajaram Gopalakrishnan
Cathy E. Gorlin
Jed B. Gorlin &  

Jocelyn Bessette-Gorlin
Sven U. Gorr
Donna J. Gottwald
Farhad Gounili
John J. Graeber
E. E. Grams
Grand Dental Center PC
Tracy L. Grasdal+
Grayhawk Prosthodontics PC
Kathryn A. & Peter B. Green
Mary A. & John M. Grewe*
Richard W. Gross
Susan G. Gross
Donald J. & Becky J. Grote
Satbir S. Grover & Richa Arora
Stephanie G. Gruchalla
John M. Grunseth
Egill R. Gudjohnsen
Stephen D. Gullings
John E. Gulon+

Lawrence G. Gunner
Janna & James E. Haack
Frederick J. Haas &  

Sarah L. Nordstrom*

Mark Haemig DDS PLLC+

Gary Hagen Family Charitable 
Gift Fund

Louis T. Hagen
Dorleen Hagerman
Mary L. Haider
Nadia Halimi
Michael W. Hallie
Patricia L. Halloran
Nathanael G. Halstead
Harold L. Hammond
Anna T. Hampel*
Peter F. Hampl
Sangkyu Han
Philip J. Hankins DDS MS Inc.
Yvonne S. Hanley
Dale A. Hansen
David C. Hansen
Daniel E. Hanson
Duane T. Hanson
Kenneth M. Hargreaves & 

Holly Dybdal-Hargreaves
Michael J. & Sandra A. 

Harrison*
Joel M. Hartjes
Dorthe & Michael H. 

Hartmann
Duane L. Haugen
Jeffrey A. Hauger*
James D. Haugo
HealthPartners Inc.*
George L. Hegge
Steven J. Hegna
Gloria S. Helgren
Gladys R. Hendrickson
Hennepin County  

Medical Center+

Henry Schein Inc.
Paul W. Hensel
William M. Herr
Sandra L. Hersperger
Gay & Mark C. Herzberg
Denise M. Heuer
The Highlander Center, LLC
Mark A. Hildahl
Arnold J. & Shirley A. Hill*
Peter G. Hill
James E. Hinrichs*
Benjamin Hoelscher
Diane C. Hoey
Hoffman & McNamara Fdn.
Kenneth A. & Cordelia E. 

Hoffmann
William P. & Carol Hoffmann*
J. N. Hoiland
Tim R. Holland DDS PA
Hedy M. & Mark F. Holmberg*
Jeffrey N. & Kim L. Holmberg+

James R. Holtan*
Wesley M. Hommerberg*
Ardis A. Hopps
Gesica T. Horn
Houston Dental Clinic PC
Heidi R. Hubbard*
The Hubbard Broadcasting Fdn.*
Kurt R. Hulse
Hultgren Bryant Family 

Foundation+

Stephen J. Humbert
Bradley W. Hunt
Heidi L. & Dan Hurley
Corey J. Husu
Melissa L. Hutchens+

Jeffrey S. Huxford+

James E. Indrehus
Kay H. Ingebrigtsen*
Thomas H. & Mary S. Inglis*
Inglis Orthodontics PLLC
Robert J. & Delores E. 

Isaacson*
Ebun-Oluwa S. Isawumi
Carolyn M. Ishii
Mary E. Iversen
Lu Ann R. Iverson
Paul H. Iverson
Hope K. Jackson
Karen M. Jacobs
Sue E. & Stephen L. Jacobs

Steven E. Jacobson
Ruth Jacobson
Gail M. Jaeger-Hymel*
Joan M. Jakubas
Steve L. Jankowski
Paul Jardine
Ruth E. Jasinski
Eugene F. Jasper+

Ann E. Jennen & A. B. Jacobs
David R. & Yoshiko K. Jennings
Alvern H. Jensen*
Mark R. Jensen &  

Susan G. Penniston
Jensen & Jensen DDS PA
Soo C. Jeong
Lisa D. Cashin Jernell+
Lee D. & Mary J. Jess*
Barbara L. Johnson
Dennis A. Johnson*
Jennifer A. Johnson
Karlene A. Johnson & Keith E. 

Abrahamson+

Kimberly S. Johnson
Lisa M. & Sheldon Johnson
Owen W. Johnson
Paul D. Johnson
Sara N. Johnson
Tracey G. Johnson
Wayne D. Johnson
Johnson Family Dental Care
Douglas A. Jolstad*+

Douglas T. Jonak*
Jay M. & Elizabeth Jones
Robert W. & Sandra L. Jones
L. A. Jordan
Jostens Inc.*
Lisa C. Joyce
Jennifer J. Jude
Alison L. Just
Jennifer T. Kaatz
Gerald R. & Rebecca L. 

Kajander
Matthew Kalin
Claudia L. Kanter
John & Carolyn Kanyusik 

Family Fund*
Lois J. Karl*
Jeffrey M. & Nicole R. Karp
Robert A. Kay
Kelly J. Keeffe
John J. Keller
Gene S. Kelley
Kristin H. Kenner
John W. Kenyon
David G. Keup DDS PC
Lynn M. & Stephen Kidder
Julie A. & George J. Kinney*+

Lance R. Kiss
Gregory B. Kjellberg
Richard H. Klein
Merlin N. Kleinhuizen
Jerome H. Kleven
Margaret A. Klingele
David Klingman
David G. Klump
Deborah C. Knaup
Knaup Endodontics PA
Paul J. Koehl
James G. Koller
Kari E. Kolling
Rodney Kolpin DDS PLLC
Michael S. Kopecky
Kristin L. Kortgard
William J. Kottemann
Robert W. Koubsky
Ioannis G. Koutlas*
Alejandro R. Kovacs
Jill M. Kramer
Michael T. Kratz
Joe E. & M. C. Krause
Mercedes T. Krogstad
Ramesh K. Kuba
Kent R. & Christine M. Kuball
Bruce A. & Stephanie K. Kudak
William H. Kuhlmann
Zoya Kurago
Brett J. Kurtzman
Paul H. Kwon*
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Stephen C. L’Abbe
Deborah D. L’Amie
Clark F. LaChapelle &  

Yvonne LaChapelle
Linda J. LaFond
Venetia Laganis*
Nancy J. Laible*
Lake Minnetonka  

Orthodontics PA
Lakes Area Dental LTD
Lakeview Dental LTD
Anna Mae E. &  

Douglas L. Lambert*
Gary D. Lange
Timothy R. Langguth
Patricia A. Lanier
Brent E. & Cynthia A. Larson*+

Brian J. Larson
Diane M. Larson
James W. Larson
Matthew E. Larson
Maureen & Thomas D. Larson*
Ross G. Larson
Thomas D. Larson
Thomas J. Larson
Alan S. Law &  

Sandra L. Steen Law
Dietrich R. Lawrenz
Chris E. Lawther+

Edgar H. Lechner*+

G. & R. Lecy Charitable  
Gift Fund

Ignatius K. Lee*
Robert L. & Sharon A. Leff
Mark A. Legan
Janice R. Leibler
Todd A. Leipnitz
Julie A. Leither
Jennifer A. Lejcher
Patricia A. Lenton
Vladimir Leon-Salazar
Julie M. Lesher
Gay Lynn & William F. 

Liljemark
Glenn C. Lilleskov
David A. Linde
Edward C. & Carmen J. Linden
Philip J. Lingle
Scott D. Lingle*
Seppo & Adelia Lipponen
Betty S. & David H. Lipschultz
Joshua G. Lipschultz
Stephen F. & Bonnie T. Litton*+

Vicki Litwer
David W. Longworth PC+

Patrick J. & Carolyn Lorge*
David R. Louis
Jeffrey D. Loveless
Gary R. Lucachick
John E. Lueth
Luitpold Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Anthony L. & Mary M. Lund
Richard P. Lundgren
Gary D. Lunstad
John Luomala
Jerald H. Lyng
Naomi M. Lyon*
Jeffrey C. Mabry
Macy’s Fdn.
Madison-Nelson Family 

Dentistry LLC
Douglas F. Magney
Colin J. Maguire
Becky S. Maher
Farzam Maleki
William C. Manke
Donald J. Mann
Lorraine & Loren Manty
Ronald W. Marcus
Wesley R. Mark
George P. Marse
Leslie S. Marshall
Marcia J. Marshall
Javier E. Martinez
Steven C. Martinka
Daniel T. & Jody P. Marvin
Deborah L. Marynak
Scott C. Mason

Elisabeth C. Mason*
Jeffrey J. Mattson
Michael Matwychuk Inc.
David P. Mayer
Patrick J. McCarthy
Scott B. McClanahan & 

Deborah K. Johnson
Herbert F. McClellan
McClellan-Swanson  

Dental Office
Robert S. McClocklin & Susan 

D. McClocklin
Jean A. McDonald
Stephen R. McDonnell
Kenneth D. McDougall
Todd J. McGovern
Justin J. McHugh
Frederick M. & Jennifer 

McIntyre
Tanner J. McKenna+

Corine N. McLellan
Peter M. McLinn
Murray M. McNair
Denny M. & Lynne J. 

McNamara
McNeil-PPC Inc.
Patricia A. McNutt
Twylla McPherson
Brian M. Meade
Medtronic Philanthropy*
Tammy L. Meister DDS MS PA
Anne M. Melby
Raymond J. Melrose
Candace A. Mensing &  

Robyn R. Loewen
Lisa M. Merkatoris
Franklin A. Messinger
Bruce N. & Sandra B. 

Metchnek
James Metchnek
Metropolitan Endodontics LTD
Carol M. Meyer+

Gordon W. & Linda A. Meyer*
Kenneth T. Meyer
Richard P. Meyer
Virginia J. & Robert J. 

Michelich*
James J. & Colleen T. Michels
Peter H. Mielke
Mielke Baylon Beinlich LLC
John L. Mike
James D. Miller
James R. Miller
Preston D. Miller
Mark D. Millington*
Minneapolis District  

Dental Society Inc.
Minnesota Academy of 

Pediatric Dentistry
Minnesota Association  

of Periodontists
Minnesota Dental Association
Minnesota Pedodontic  

Study Club
MN Society of Oral & 

Maxillofacial Surgeons*
Richard L. Mitchell
Alan D. Mogck
Karlind T. & Susan M. Moller
Montevideo Family Dentistry PA
Michael J. Monti
Moore Lake Dental Inc.
Catalina S. Morarasu
Delores J. Mordorski
Jeff Morley
Frederick B. Morlock+

Jon Morris
Randall D. & Julie A. Moseng
Mozo-Grau
Susan Muller
Brian F. Murn*+

Therese E. Murphy
Ruby E. & Milton G. Mutch
Richard D. Nadeau
V. G. Nagobads
Kevin N. Nakagaki &  

Susan M. McGraw-Nakagaki
Roy Y. Nakamoto

Dan Nathanson
Irene O. Navarre
Steven J. & Kathleen Nedrelow*
Andrew F. Nelson
Douglas R. Nelson
Jacqueline Nelson
Sean K. Nelson
Stephen R. Nelson
Paul R. Nermoe
Jay A. Nesvold
Larry D. Neumann
Brad W. Neville
New Horizons Dental LLC
Brandon E. & Heather Newell
Kathleen J. Newell*
Tuyen Nguyen
Jean & James D. Nickman*
Nicollet Station Dental PA
Paul W. Niemi
DeVonne J. Nilsson
Daniel T. Nistler
Donald R. Nixdorf
Howard M. Noack
George M. & Margaret L. Noesen
Frederick Nolting
James C. Nord
John O. Nord*
Hugh E. Norsted
Northwoods Orthodontics
Nancy C. Noval
James H. Nyberg
John D. Nydahl+
Eugene T. O’Brien
Steven W. O’Brien+

Lawrence W. O’Halloran
Emily R. O’Keiff
Mary A. & Jeffrey E. O’Neil+
OMH Rentals

Oakdale Orthodontics LLC
Daniel O. Odegaard
John C. Ofstehage
Jeffrey S. Ogden+

Paul S. & M. Kathy Olin*
Carla M. Olinger
Richard C. & Jacqueline L. 

Oliver*+

Cheryl S. Olsen
Dale V. Olson*
Jeffrey E. & Tamara M. Olson
Kristen L. Olson
William H. Olson
Leigh G. & David M. Oltmans
Omicron Kappa Upsilon*
Jo Ann & Mark R. Omlie*+

Eleanor S. Opitz
Ormco Corp*
Joy B. Osborn
Scott C. Osborn
David J. Osdoba
Monica A. Osuldsen
Otto Bremer Fdn.*

Saul P. Ovalle
Eric R. Overby
Richard N. Overby
Jerry V. Overman
P S Meeting Management
Merrill W. Packer
Fred J. Parenti
Park Dental*
Diane L. Parker
Walter B. Parsons
Patterson Companies Inc.
Andrew G. Pearson
Jan S. Pederson
Michael T. Pederson DDS PA
Pediatric & Adolescent 

Dentistry LTD
Pediatric Dental Care
Kevin Pentila
Jorge M. Perdigao-Henriques
Lisa M. Perez
Perfection Dental Arts Inc.
Scott B. Peters
Elisabeth J. Peterson
Timothy A. Peterson
William E. Petersen &  

Mary B. Wyatt Petersen*
Peterson & Peterson DDS
Joseph A. Petrino
Peggy L. Pettit
Gina L. Pfeiffer+

Mark T. Phillips
Bruce L. & Carol A. Pihlstrom*
Richard D. & Judith E. 

Pihlstrom*+

John B. Pike
Thomas J. Pink
Maria R. Pintado*
Barbara T. Pinto*

Thomas R. Pirsch
Pitzer & Kline Dentistry PC
Gloria Porter
Todd A. Porter
William R. Posnick
Elizabeth M. Powell
John T. Powers
Prairie Dental Arts
Prairie Ridge Orthodontics
Rosalie M. Preuss
Procter & Gamble Co*
Duncan R. & Stephanie S. Puffer
Todd Pushing
RK Associates Inc.
Deborah Randolph
Yeshwant B. Rawal
Jason K. Read
Carmen C. Real
Lawrence J. Record+

Regional Dental
Charles C. Reichert
David A. & Teresa M. Reiland
Frederick C. Requa*

Kurt D. Requa
Marta E. Reyes-Costa+

Shelley L. Rice
Jonathan F. Richards
Sheila M. & Scott Riggs
Donald B. Rindal
Arthur D. Ringen
Ringen Dental Clinic LLC
Marvin Rintala
David Rischall
Riverside Dental
Charles J. & Doris E. Robinson
Paul A. Roggow
Jeffrey A. Rohrer
Michael D. & Cecilia A. Rohrer
John M. Romstad
Mauricio Ronderos
H R. Ronning
Shirley A. & Freeman N. 

Rosenblum
Angela V. Ross*
James D. Rostvold
Kathy Rae Rothenberger
Nathaniel H. Rowe
B. G. Rowell DDS PA
Robert H. Rubey
R. C. Rude
Joel D. Rudney
Rudy’s Frame Shop
Cynthia J. Ruether
Rugby Dental Office PC
Peggy H. Running
Debra W. Ryan
Geraine C. Ryan
Michael J. Ryhn
Bruce Rykken
S. Bruce Yaholnitsky 

Professional Corp.

Paula S. Sabbe &  
Jeffrey S. Withuski

William R. Sabes
Augusto V. Saldarriaga
Ken Salo
Leann C. Salo & Steve Bast
Mariyln Salo
Susan Salo
Gayathri Sambasivan
Daniel E. Sampson &  

Melanie McCall
Sandstone Dental Office LTD
Scott N. Schaar
Theresa Schachtele*
Carol L. Schatzberg
Paul V. Schaus
Katie L. Schelling
Joel N. Schieck+

Jody F. Schilling & Sachin Tuli
Charles W. Schindler
C. W. & B. A. Schindler 

Charitable Fund
Mark F. Schlaefer

“As good citizens, we believe it’s our duty to give 
back to our community, whether it is through finan-
cial donations or through our time.” The generous 

contributions of Dr. John (D.D.S. ’61) and Mrs. 
Nadia Doroschak to their community are numerous 

and include their steadfast support of the Dean’s 
Circle. They urge, “This is one of the best invest-

ments you can make into the future of dentistry.” 

Dr. John and Mrs. Nadia Doroschak
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Sae E. Schlottke
Charles J. & Jaime E. Schmidt
Gail Schmidt
Kyle J. Schmidt
Ronald P. Schmidt
Alan R. & Barbara Schmucker
Alan F. Schneider DDS LLC
Theresa A. Schnuck
Daniel S. Schoeneman
David D. Schram
Boyd J. Schreiber
Howard R. & Minnie A. 

Schroeder*
Kyle P. Schroeder
Sally W. & Wally Schuette
David E. Schulte
John K. & Carol E. Schulte
Juliana & Herbert W. Schulte+

Bernice Schultz
Paul D. & Julie P. Schulz
Ruth A. Schumeister
James R. Schwartz

Stephen N. Schwartz
Robert C. & Inez L. Schwegler*
James & Victoria P. Schweiger
James J. Sciubba
Lee C. & Polly A. Scotland+

Norman W. & Debra R. Scott
John D. Seaverson
Heddie O. Sedano
Harjit S. Sehgal
Thomas R. & Julie D. 

Seidelmann*
Alberta M. Selby
Eugene F. Seleen
Karl D. Self
Wook J. Seong
Paul V. Serenius
Sandra L. Shambarger
Douglas G. Shamp
Daniel W. Shaw*
Clayton R. Shepard*
Kenneth M. & Jeanette A. 

Shipstead
Stephen K. Shuman*+ 
Hugh R. Silkensen
Kristine Simpson &  

John Linder
Thomas M. Simpson
Ronald D. Sit & Teresa L. Fong*
Sit Investment Associates Fdn.*
Thomas L. Sitzer
Sjogren’s Syndrome 

Foundation
Daniel D. Skaar
Michael P. Skadron+

Heather L. Skari DDS PC
Harley B. Slaikeu
Daniel W. Sletten
Wayne O. Sletten
Lucia W. & Clyde A. Smith

Marjorie J. & Myron J. Smith
Thomas W. & Maria Smyth
Kenneth M. Snider  

Charitable Gift Fund
Marshall Solomon
Grant R. & Maureen M. 

Sorensen
Julie A. Sorenson
Robert Sorochan
T. Michael Speidel*
Drew F. Spencer
Sue A. & Joseph C. Sperber
James Spitzmueller DDS  

MSD LTD
St. Paul Dental Center LLC
Rose Ann F. Stanek
State Farm Company Fdn.*
State University of New York
Dawn M. Stavish
Barbara M. Steele
Barbara J. Steinberg
Mark J. Steinmetz+

Charles G. Stendahl
Gregory W. Stende
Rodney A. Stensrud
Christopher J. Stenzel
Joni M. Stevens
Alan O. Stewart
LaVerne Stickles
Jill L. Stoltenberg &  

Paul O. Walker
Marlyn P. Storm
Cale A. Strait
Strait Endodontics PA
Wesley J. & Jean A. Streed*
William A. Struve
Anne H. Stuccio
Warren W. Sturm
Lan Su
Christine K. Sullivan
Daren T. Sullivan
John J. & Barbara C. Sullivan
Michael G. Summers
Kurt Summersgill
Kurt M. Sundeen
Verna Sundeen
James A. Swenson
Justin S. & Thekla K. Swanson
Steven B. Swanson
Edward J. Swift
James Q. & Lori Swift*
Aaron B. Swingdorf
Bradley D. Swingdorf
Synthes USA HQ Inc.
Abbas Tabibi
John E. Tabor
Marcus B. Tanabe
Helena Tapias Perdigon & 

Walter W. Zimmerman
Patricia C. Tarren &  

Terrance J. Kaase

Robert R. Taylor
Ronald & Betty Tersteeg
Paul H. Thai
Leanne P. & Craig J. Thatcher
Todd E. Thierer+

Anita M. Thomas
Nancy G. Thomas
Thomas S. Turry PA
Christine C. Thompson
David C. Thompson+

Jerold E. Thoreson
Denise Thorson
Kyle D. Tidstrom*
Michael J. & Christine C. Till*
Tomhave-Olson Dental 

Associates
Charles E. Tomich
Richard W. Topel
Rochelle M. Topel
Lawrence T. Tottori
David K. Tranby
Gretchen G. Trebnick

Luetta L. Treimer
Denise A. Trochesset
Tronsgard & Sullivan DDS PC
Todd T. Tsuchiya
Michael J. Tulkki
Lesley G. Tuomi
William W. Turner
Thomas S. Turry
David W. Twomey
Jonathan O. Twomey
George W. Tysowsky
James A. Ude
Brandon L. & Courtney Ulstad
Mesa J. Ulwelling
University of California 

Berkeley
University of California  

at Los Angeles
University of North Carolina
University of the Pacific
University of San Diego
David A. Uppgaard
Jeanne M. Urban
Roderick D. Van Surksum
Scott K. & Dana Varland+

Douglas W. & Patricia M. Vayda
Barbara K. Veath*+

Lori S. Veerman
Vibeto Orthodontics PC
Vident
Robert M. Voglewede
Paul A. Vollmer
Aaron J. Wachlarowicz
Sherry L. Wagner-Henry
D. & A. Waite Family 

Foundation*
Douglas G. Walesheck
Jack K. Walker
Kathryn L. Wallberg

Kami K. Wallner
Jeffrey W. & DeAnn Walters
Warford Orthodontics
Walter S. & Mary M. Warpeha*
Charles O. Watkin
Frances L. Watson
Wayzata Endodontics
Shirley L. Weber
Carolyn M. Weber
Jeremy P. Wehrman
Jim C. Weir
Michael J. Weisbrod
Andrea C. Welch
George H. Wellner
David L. Wells
Joseph H. & Mary L. Wenner
West Central District  

Dental Society
West Range Dental Care+

Sharolyn R. Westling
James F. Westman
Westview Dentistry PA+

Stephanie L. Wetzel
Meredith L. Whiting
Wiessner Inc.
Leslie L. Wilcox
Charleen Wilkins
Sandra Wilkinson
Gary L. Williams
Williams & Wimmer PA
Mark K. Williamson
Mark M. Wilson
Gerald A. Wimmer
George H. Winn LTD*
Winner Family Dentistry+

Scott Winnick
Jeffrey Wiswall DDS MS PC
Wiswall Endodontics PC
John C. Withrow
John C. Wittenstrom
Johan C. Wohlfahrt
Larry F. & Elizabeth T. Wolff*
Steven J. Wolff+

Diane Z. Wolfson
Woodgrove Dental PA
Kimberly A. & Donald C. Worley
Karen J. & Robert V. Wottreng+

John M. Wright
Catherine E. Wurm
Stephen B. Yaholnitsky
Donald Yee-Yick
Yasemin Yesil
Jennifer & Jerald A. Yoneji
Jessica L. Young
Lisa A. Young
Barbara L. Zajicek-Daggett
David J. Zegarelli DDS PLLC
James K. & Sonja K. Zenk*+

George C. Ziegler
Cynthia J. Ziemann-Murphy
Jean A. Zimanske
Monica R. & Paul M. Zobitz
Kenneth J. Zucker

1919 Society
Recognizing gifts that support 
the Division of Dental Hygiene.

Julie Y. Allen
Donna K. Almstad
Julie M. Anderson
Nancy F. Anderson
Roberta J. Anderson*
Annabelle J. Arp
Roberta L. Austing
Cathy S. Baus
Anne C. Becklean
Janet A. Benson
Jeremy & Emily Best
Blenda B. Bjork
Christine M. & Donald F. Blue
Janice C. Broschat
Ruth E. Brown
Grace D. Bullinger
Phyllis J. Burlingame
Carol E. Burrell
Linda J. Bussinger

Susan A. Carley
Dawn R. Czech
Barbara J. Daniels
Ruth M. Day
Donna S. Dehn*
Debra A. Deis
Mary A. Dlugosch
Joan Doering
Marjorie G. Ellingson
Gayle Engel-Sparks
Michael L. English
Karen & Larry Erickson
Suzanne R. Fasoli
Avis L. Fellows
Winifred G. Figenshau
Meagan C. Fleming
Rennaye M. Frandsen
Kathleen M. Gaertner
Judith A. Gardner
Helen L. & Raymond O. 

Garland*
Barbara S. Gavic
Gail S. Gerjets
Raymond H. & Karen J. Gerst
Julie Giles
Mary L. Haider
Gloria S. Helgren
Gladys R. Hendrickson
Sandra L. Hersperger
Ardis A. Hopps
Lu Ann R. Iverson
Hope K. Jackson
Karen M. Jacobs
Gail M. Jaeger-Hymel*
Ruth E. Jasinski
Barbara L. Johnson
Kimberly S. Johnson
L. A. Jordan
Kelly J. Keeffe
Lynn M. & Stephen Kidder
Richard H. Klein
Kari E. Kolling
Kristin L. Kortgard
Joe E. & M. C. Krause
Mercedes T. Krogstad
Bruce A. & Stephanie K. Kudak
Deborah D. L’Amie
Linda J. La Fond
Janice R. Leibler
Julie A. Leither
Leslie S. Marshall
Robert S. McClocklin &  

Susan D. McClocklin
Jean A. McDonald
Medtronic Philanthropy*
Anne M. Melby
Lisa M. Merkatoris
Gordon W. & Linda A. Meyer*
Irene O. Navarre
Carla M. Olinger
Cheryl S. Olsen
Eleanor S. Opitz
Joy B. Osborn
Monica A. Osuldsen
Jan S. Pederson
Peggy L. Pettit
Barbara T. Pinto*
Gloria Porter
Elizabeth M. Powell
Carmen C. Real
Shelley L. Rice
Charles J. & Doris E. Robinson
Kathy R. Rothenberger
Cynthia J. Ruether
Peggy H. Running
Debra W. Ryan
Geraine C. Ryan
William R. Sabes
Carol L. Schatzberg
Theresa A. Schnuck
Ruth A. Schumeister
Norman W. & Debra R. Scott
Julie A. Sorenson
State Farm Company Fdn.*
Barbara M. Steele
John J. & Barbara C. Sullivan
Nancy G. Thomas
Rochelle M. Topel

Dr. Tanner McKenna (D.D.S. ’01), operates a  
thriving practice in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin. He  
is grateful for the rigorous dental education he 
received and the benefits were obvious immediately 
after graduation. “It was evident how well the U 
had prepared my classmates and me for the practice 
of dentistry…I believe contributing helps further 
that legacy so new graduates leave the school 
confident and alumni continue to be proud.”

Dr. Tanner McKenna

D E A N ’ S  C I R C L E  P R O F I L E

SPRING 2014   DENTISTRY 28



Donors

Gretchen G. Trebnick
Luetta L. Treimer
Lesley G. Tuomi
Jeanne M. Urban
Barbara K. Veath*
Lori S. Veerman
Kathryn L. Wallberg
Carolyn M. Weber
Shirley L. Weber
Andrea C. Welch
Sharolyn R. Westling
Meredith L. Whiting
Diane Z. Wolfson
Cynthia J. Ziemann-Murphy
Jean A. Zimanske

Tribute Gifts
Bold name is the person 
honored or memorialized.

In Honor:

Gary C. Anderson*
Vladimir Leon-Salazar

John G. Batsakis
James J. Sciubba

Christine D. Baylon*
Matthew Kalin

Soraya M. Beiraghi
Vladimir Leon-Salazar

Dentists of Boynton 
Health Clinic
S. Kaye Adams

Jade B. DeSmidt
Deborah Randolph

Richard J. Goodkind
John C. Bergstrom
Raymond A. Erickson
Egill R. Gudjohnsen
Frederick J. Haas &  

Sarah L. Nordstrom*
James E. Hinrichs*
Kenneth T. Meyer
Daniel E. Sampson &  

Melanie McCall

James E. Hinrichs*
Jody F. Schilling & Sachin Tuli

James R. Holtan*
Javier E. Martinez
Kenneth T. Meyer

Erik D. Langsjoen
Vladimir Leon-Salazar

Brent E. Larson*+

Vladimir Leon-Salazar

Vincent Marren
Joann C. Boraas
Patricia C. Tarren &  

Terrance J. Kaase

Bryan Michalowicz
Donald Yee-Yick

Karlind T. Moller
Vladimir Leon-Salazar

Donald F. Nickman
Jean & James D. Nickman*

Richard C. Oliver*
Fred E. Bertschinger+

Pediatric & Adolescent
Dentistry Ltd
Pediatric & Adolescent 

Dentistry Ltd

Frederick C. Requa*
Kurt D. Requa

Michael D. Rohrer
Rebecca L. Doolittle
Lan Su

Eric L. Schiffman
Vladimir Leon-Salazar

Stephen G. Sinykin
Bruce N. & Sandra B. 

Metchnek
James Metchnek

Fred L. Tidstrom*
Kyle D. Tidstrom*

U of M School of Dentistry
DDS Class of 1963
John E. Tabor

Larry F. Wolff*
Community Shares  

of Minnesota

In Memory:

Dr. Earl H. Anderson
Roberta J. Anderson*

Jerry E. Barnes
Denis O. Bakke*
Lezlie D. Bork
Boyum & Barenscheer PLLP
Bonnie L. Cockriel
Elizabeth J. Cole-DeGroot
Christine M. Derose
Karen & Larry Erickson
Roger A. Ettel
Mary C. Farnham
Denise M. Heuer
Dorleen Hagerman
Diane M. Larson
Tracey G. Johnson
Jon Morris 
Therese E. Murphy 
Nancy C. Noval
Alberta M. Selby
Sue A. & Joseph C. Sperber
Various Donors
Wiessner Inc.

James M. Boo
James H. Barthel &  

Victoria M. Elmer*

Harold P. Borg
Dennis A. Johnson*

Bette E. Braasch*
Alvern H. Jensen*

Allen W. Cater
Earl M. Behning*

Gage N. Colby
Terry W. & Karen R. Duncan
Dennis A. Johnson*
Ronald & Betty Tersteeg

Henry A. Cousineau
Earl M. Behning*

George M. Damon
Douglas & Margaret  

Goodlund

Ramona J. Dedolph
John B. Pike

William J. Dresser*
Gail & Paul C. Belvedere
Betty E. Dresser*
Christy & Jeff Gibbs
Patricia Gibbs
William P. & Carol Hoffmann*

Anna Mae E. & Douglas L. 
Lambert*

Ruby E. & Milton G. Mutch
Richard D. & Judith E. 

Pihlstrom*+

Bernice Schultz
Kenneth M. Snider
Charleen Wilkins

William A. Dvorak
David W. Dvorak

Greg R. Germaine
Gary C. Anderson*
Mark C. Herzberg

Robert J. Gorlin*
Dwight L. Anderson
Gary C. Anderson*
Jeanne M. Anderson
Leon A. & Linda Assael*+

Bashar Bakdash
Marie A. Baudek
Dennis J. Brandstetter*
Abram & D. Walter Cohen
Massimo Costalonga
Kevin L. Denis
Anthony J. DiAngelis
Rebecca L. Doolittle
David W. Dvorak
Lowell D. Engel
Robert O. Fisch*
Robert D. Foss
Richard J. Goodkind
Cathy E. Gorlin
Jed B. Gorlin &  

Jocelyn Bessette-Gorlin
Mary A. & John M. Grewe*
Peter F. Hampl
Hennepin County  

Medical Center+

Hedy M. Holmberg
Robert J. & Delores E. Isaacson*
Lois J. Karl*
David Klingman
Jill M. Kramer
Ramesh K. Kuba
Mark A. Legan
Stephen F. & Bonnie T. Litton*+

Anthony L. & Mary M. Lund
Douglas F. Magney
Scott B. McClanahan & 

Deborah K. Johnson
Patricia A. McNutt
Raymond J. Melrose
Karlind T. & Susan M. Moller
Kathleen J. Newell*
Daniel O. Odegaard
Paul S. & Kathy Olin*
Joy B. Osborn
Jorge M. Perdigao-Henriques
Lawrence J. Record+

Sheila M. & Scott Riggs
Michael D. & Cecilia A. Rohrer
James J. Sciubba
Wook J. Seong
Kristine Simpson
Daniel D. Skaar
T. Michael Speidel*
Jill L. Stoltenberg &  

Paul O. Walker
Wesley J. & Jean A. Streed*
Kurt Summersgill
Michael J. & Christine C. Till*
Charles E. Tomich DDS MSD
Denise A. Trochesset
Walter S. & Mary M. Warpeha*
Stephanie L. Wetzel
Larry F. & Elizabeth T. Wolff*

Tom L. Grams
E.E. Grams
Bradley W. Hunt
Gregory B. Kjellberg
George M. & Margaret L. 

Noesen
Clayton R. Shepard*

Mellor R. Holland*
Jo Ann & Mark R. Omlie*+

Robert R. Hoover
Hugh E. Norsted

Shawna K. Ikola
44th Street Dental P A
Atlantic Family Dental PLLC
Drs Darin & Hally Bach  

DDS PC
Corey J. Brenner DDS PLLC
Dental Specialists of 

Jamestown PC
Brian Devoe DDS PA
Ian Dozier
Cynthia L. Ebenhoch
Nadia Halimi
Gesica T. Horn
Jennifer J. Jude
Madison-Nelson Family 

Dentistry LLC
Justin J. McHugh
Northwoods Orthodontics
Todd A. Porter 
Christopher J. Stenzel
Anne H. Stuccio
Justin S. & Thekla K. Swanson
Brandon L. & Courtney Ulstad
Vibeto Orthodontics PC
Aaron J. Wachlarowicz
Warford Orthodontics
Wayzata Endodontics

Edward K. Ishii
Carolyn M. Ishii

Rolf E. Iversen
Mary E. Iversen

Lloyd E. Jacobson
Donald R. Erickson
Bruce A. Kudak
Paul D. & Julie P. Schulz

Elsie M. Kajander*
Lowell Anderson &  

Maxine Johnson
Ray & Carolyn Anderson
James R. & Coleen J. Austin
Jeff & Cathy Czock
Gerald R. & Rebecca L. 

Kajander
Lorraine & Loren Manty
Rosalie M. Preuss
Marvin Rintala
Leann C. Salo & Steve Bast
Mariyln Salo
Lucia W. & Clyde A. Smith

Rudolph W. Kajander*
Lowell Anderson &  

Maxine Johnson
Ray & Carolyn Anderson
Edward M. Ballman
Leann C. Salo & Steve Bast
Steve L. Jankowski
Gerald R. & Rebecca L. 

Kajander
Seppo & Adelia Lipponen
John Luomala
Lorraine & Loren Manty
Jacqueline Nelson
Kevin Pentila
Rosalie M. Preuss
Gail Schmidt
Verna Sundeen

George D. MacGibbon
Richard D. & Judith E. 

Pihlstrom*+

Werner L. Markus
Dennis A. Johnson*

Charles McGraw
Kevin N. Nakagaki &  

Susan M. McGraw-Nakagaki

Mary C. McGraw
Kevin N. Nakagaki &  

Susan M. McGraw-Nakagaki

George R. Meyer
Dennis A. Johnson*

Wallace J. Morlock
Frederick B. Morlock+

Mitzi Nakagaki
Kevin N. Nakagaki &  

Susan M. McGraw-Nakagaki

Shig Nakagaki
Kevin N. Nakagaki &  

Susan M. McGraw-Nakagaki

Anna M. Nakamoto
Roy Y. Nakamoto

Donna M. Osdoba
David J. Osdoba

Allen Petersen
Denny M. & Lynne J. 

McNamara
William E. Petersen &  

Mary B. Wyatt Petersen*

Raymond G. Petersen*
William E. Petersen &  

Mary B. Wyatt Petersen*

Irving H. Posnick*
Pediatric Dental Care

Charles F. Schachtele*
Mark C. Herzberg
Andrew F. Nelson
Paul S. & Kathy Olin*

Erwin M. Schaffer*
Johan C. Wohlfahrt

Paul D. Schroeder
Howard R. & Minnie A. 

Schroeder
Kyle J. Schmidt

Larry J. Squillace
Neal U. Benjamin+

Robert A. Vickers*
Richard J. Goodkind

Lynda J. Young
Stephen & Patricia S. Ancowitz
Bashar Bakdash
Karen L. Decker
Steven J. & Lenore L. Flinn
John J. Graeber
Pamela J. Hughes
Alan S. Law &  

Sandra L. Steen Law
Preston D. Miller
Frederick M. & Jennifer 

McIntyre
Jeff Morley
Dan Nathanson
Paul S. & Kathy Olin*
John K. & Carol E. Schulte
Lee C. & Polly A. Scotland+

Michael J. & Jane D. Spencer
Barbara J. Steinberg
Jill L. Stoltenberg &  

Paul O. Walker
Edward J. Swift
James Q. & Lori Swift*
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